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Now, for myself—for it was only to govern || would be monstrous, and wholly in violation of || Now, sir, it is wholly foreign from my purpose 
my own conduct—I marked out very early in the || the principles of self-government, and againstthe || to undertake to pronounce any judgment upon 
| J : 
| 


session the course which I intended to pursue || instincts of every American citizen. the state of affairs in that Territory to-day. Ido 
upon this important subject. I determined, then, | As I have said elsewhere, I would not hold a || not feel myself competent to express any opinion 
when I voted for the committee of investigation || man responsible for drowning a cat in the Terri- || upon the subject. have not the information to 
to go to Kansas, that the facts established by that || tory of Kansas, under laws which the men of || enable me to pronounce any such opinion. It 
investigation should form the basis of my action || Missouri, of South Carolina, and of Massachu- || was for the purpose of obtaining that informa- 
upon this subject during the Congress—unless || setts imposed uponher. If on the other hand it || tion, that early in the session [ voted for the 
something occurred of an unforeseen—of an || turns out, from this investigation, and the proofs || broad and comprehensive resolution of my friend 
unexpected character, which would make it ne- || which that committee shail lay before us, that || from Indiana, {Mr. Dunw,] to send a commission 
cessary or proper to change my general plan, or there has been no irruption from abroad into that || to Kansas. And when that commission reports, 
abandon the course I had so marked out. I still || Territory, no frauds or irregularities, or none || | feel that very much of the crimination and re- 
intend to follow that course, if permitted by the || except those which are incident generally to new || crimination between gentlemen on this side of 
House, and to await the evidence that committee || settlements and to the disorganized state of soci- || the House and the other side of the House will 
may furnish, and to consider and weigh it well, || ety which ordinarily belongs to them—if it turns || be avoided. Let us have the facts before us in an 
before I undertake to apply a remedy to the evils || out that that is the state of the case, then I hold |} authentic form, and then I hope we shall be able 
which that evidence alone can satisfactorily prove || it equally clear that the gentlemen on this side of || to provide a remedy. 

the existence and extent of. Without that re- |) the aie will be estopped from their allegations, have nothing to say in reference to this bill in 
nortand that evidence, I aver this House is not || and that the code of ‘laws enacted for the Terri- || the present stage of proceedings, and before I get 
qualified to act. The House has, if not directly, || tory are wholly unobjectionable for any such |) the facts as to the condition of affairs in Kansas. 
yet by the broadest and most unmistakable im- || cause. || It has been asserted on one side, though the téle- 
plication, declared it could not act—it was not Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- || graphic reports for the last eight or ten months 
qualified to act—without it. aoe send for it at || manallow me to mak@a suggestion? 


} 


|| have not corroborated that opinion, that there has 
all? What was the object of the House in pass- | Mr. HAVEN. I will, Mr. Speaker, with a || been no irruption into Kansas; that everything 
ing the resolution and raising the committee ?, great deal of pleasure; but I beg leave to say to || there has been conducted with regularity; thatthe 
Why, sir, one side of the House alleged that || the gentleman here, that [ shall resume what I t 

the code of laws enacted in Kansas was enacted | 


| Legislature of that Territory was elected by the 
was saying just where | left off, without paying || free, out-spoken acts of the inhabitants of the 


bya Legislature that was notelected by the inhab- || the least attention to his suggestion at present— || Territory. 
jtants of Kansas, but was tyrannically imposed || although I will be happy to hear him. | If that statement be true, then no action is 
upon Kansas by men, citizens and inhabitants of | Mr.CAMPBELL. Ido not know that it is || needed on the part of thisHouse. But that is the 


the State of Missouri. This allegation was flatly || a very material matter to me where the gentle- || precise question. Who can tell me whether that 
denied by the other side of the House, and so |} man may take up his remarks. I simply rose to || statement is true or not? It is denied on this side 
the parties were at issue, and there was no proof || make a suggestion, in the spirit of kindness, || of the House. If it was known to be true, you 
to establish either the allegation oy denial, and || touching the points which he is just now discus- || certainly sent out your committee on a fool’s 
hence the committee was raised to take the proof || sing. If he is disinclined to hear it, | will not || errand, to use a very homely phrase. If it was 
and report it to the House. Now, this Sous || propose to inflict it on hun. || not known to be true, or if it was not known to 
being the only tribunal to judge of the facts, to || Mr. HAVEN. Lam not inthe least disinclined || be false, had we not better await the arrival of the 
determine what they are, and to make them the || to hear it, but I merely meant to advertise the || proofs that we ordered on that point before we 
basis of its action, it seems to me—and I have || gentleman that I was not to be thrown off my || assume to decide the question ? 
had some experience in the judical investigation || regular tack until | get through with what I de- When the report comes, if it turns out that no 
of facts—that it should wait and hear the proof, || sired to say upon the subject which I was dis- || injustice or illegality has prevailed, I shall cer- 
then determine what facts it establishes, and after || cussing. I intended no discourtesy hy the remark. || tainly vote against this bill; butif, on the con- 
that apply the proper remedy. Knowledge should Mr. CAMPBELL. I certainly had no design || trary, the report be a fair one, and it, establishes 
precede action: a trial upon the facts should pre- || of interrupting my friend at all. I desired to || the fact with reasonable certainty—that kind of 
cede judgment in this case. Such a course would, || make the suggestion only as pertinent, I think, || certaigty which would be satisfactory to a fair- 
in my judgment, be sensible, discreet, and orderly. || to the argument. The committee of investiga- || minded juror in passing upon a case between 
And yet gentlemen here seem to insist upon going || tion which has been sent out to Kansas by this || man and man—thatthe elections held in the Ter- 
on pell-mejl,qpithout consideration, without any | House has limited powers. It cannot,in my || ritory of Kansas have been carried by violence 
authentic information, and without any of the || judgment, go beyond the requirements of the res- || against the wishes of the people of the Territory, 
proofs which they admitted to be necessary by || olution under which it acts; and, as I understand | by outside interference, coming from Missouri, 
ordering them to be taken—toJegyslate upon this || it, its inquiries are to be directed as to the right | Alabama, South Carolina, or Massachusetts, then 
very important subject. Sir, I protest against || of two contesting gentlemen to a seat as a Dele- || | am prepared to say—not that I would vote for 
this course. 1 advise the House to avail itself || gate representing Kansas on this floor, and the this bill to admit her as a State under the Topeka 
of the benefit of the investigations of the com- || validity of laws made by the Legislature; matters || constitution—but that I would vote for what 
mittee, to act in the light of the truths there || which, in my opinion, have no direct bearing on || seems to me the only sensible and effectual remedy 
revealed, and not trust itself to the dark and || the questign as to whether the people there have || and right in such a case—I would vote to wipe 
shadowy guide of telegraphic reports, and the || not aright to form a State constitution, independ- || out—to annul everything that has been done under 
ped rn newspaper announcements which || ent of that resolution. || or in pursuance of those elections—every enact- 
have been pressed upon us day after day, and || Mr. HAVEN. The suggestion of the gentle- || ment, every resolution, every law. I would leave 
month after month, since the passage of the act || man from Ohio is a very proper one, and I shall || no excuse to compel the men of Kansas to obey 
erecting the Territory. | say a word about it before | get through, if I can || the laws made effectual by the votes of Missouri 
After their searching investigation, if that com- || carry it along in my mind. * |or Alabama, any more than | would compel 
mittee lay before us testimony that satisfies us— I believe, Mr. Speaker, that I was remarking || Massachusetts to obey the laws of South Caro- 
that would satisfy reasonable and fair men—that | that if, on the other hand, it turned out that there || lina, or South Carolina to obey those of Massn- 
persons, not inhabitants of Kansas, but being || had been no improper irruption of men, from || chusetts. | would noteven stop to inquire whether 
citizens and inhabitants of, and living in, the || foreign States into Kansas, and that the f4ictual || they were repugnant or oppressive to those upon 
State of Missouri, or of Massachusetts, or of || residents there, the citizens of Kansas, had been || whom they were sought to be imposed. 
South Carolina, have intruded into that Terri- || exercising their right of franchise uninterruptedly But, sir, this House is not prepared to act upon 
tory, and, upon the tabula rasa there, to use a || and unawed by any improper influence from || this subject understandingly. [t has said so itself. 
phrase somewhat famous when the Kansas bill || abroad, that then gentlemen on this side of the || [t said so when it sent out the commission, else 
was passed, have written their laws, and by force || House ought to, and would fairly, say that they || it would not have sent it. Let us have a fair un- 
or fraud have prevented the inhabitants of Kan- || were estopped, and that their mouths were closed || derstanding of the subject, and then let us act. 
sas from writing their own—if the testimony || on that subject, and that the people of the Terri- || So far as | am concerned, | am influenced by no 
establishes these facts—I hold that fair gentlemen || tory of Kansas who had acted so without restraint | party bias; 1 have no party upon the subject.’ I 
on the other side of the House will be estopped || or control, and so without interruption or foreign || can only carry out what are the sentiments I 
from their denials, and will feel bound to get up f interference, should be, and were, the best judges || entertain. Whatever course | pursue will be the 
and say, ‘* This is not in the spirit and tone, nor is of their own necessities, conveniences, and wants, || result of my own individual judgment—of my 
it according to the letter or general character, of || and of the legislation best adapted to their condi- | own honest conviction. 
the act creating the Territory;’’ and, unless they || tion and circumstances. I may dislike their leg- | Now, sir, in reference to the bill before the 
are utterly shameless, will agree that such for- || islation—others may like it; but it is for them, | House, let me say that to me it is immaterial 
eign laws, written by foreign and unauthorized || and not for me. So as that it is their own, and || whether it is sent to the Committee of the Whole 
hands upon the tabularasa, shall be rubbed out— || not an infliction—an imposition upon them with- | on the state of the Union, or whether it is consid- 
be blotted out, and that the actual inhabitants of || out their consent, and against their will, that is || ered inthe House. The course | should suggest 
the Territory shall, aécording to its organic law, || all I desire to know; and I think, with a knowl- || would be, that it be postponed until a day certain, 
for themselves, and by themselves, be allowed || edge of that fact, many gentlemen here would be || for the reason that the House is now unprepared 
to regulate their concerns, domestic and general, || content, who would otherwise be willing and || to act upon it. Let it be postponed until the 
in theirown way. Why, sir, any other course || anxious to interfere in the matter. committee we have sent to Kansas shall have had 
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time to report. 
that | should say that lam against this bill. I 
ayn aeainst it under all circumstances unless it 
underzoes essential modifications. 

Let us look atit fora moment. Suppose every 
law in Kansas 1s void; suppose the Legislature 
of Kansas was an imposition and a fraud; sup- 

ise that both were the fruits of a mob from 
Missouri—what authority does all that give to an 
unauthorized body of men—a mob in Kansas (if 


I may use the term for illustration) representing | 
buta part of the people of that Territory—to make | 


and impose a constitution, a fundamental law, 
upon that Territory, and to control all the people 
there? | am opposed to unauthorized and illegal 
bodies of men there, whether coming from within 
the ‘Territory, or from elsewhere. What, sir, a 
meeting, a convention, a political gathering, 
extremely partial at that, got together, without 
antecedent law, or subsequent ratification, and 


endeavoring to bind the whole people of the Ter- }| 


ritory by changing their form of government, 
whether it was organized according to law or not! 
Why, sir, in my judgment, it had no more au- 
thority to change the form of government in that 
‘Territory, or to establish a new one, than the 
convention at Cincinnatti, or the late convention 
at Philadelphia, had to change the Constitution 
of the United States. In all these cases, the gath- 
ering was but of a party, and not of the people. 
Sir, | have not adverted to general argument 
bearing upon this bill. I have said nothing of 
the character, position, or political opinions of 


gentlemen this bill would bring into the Senate; | 


one, at least, of whom was a very pertinacious 
advocate of the Kansas and Nebraska bill in the 


last House, by reason of which, 1 suppose, he | 


found so little encouragement in his own district 
in Indiana that he migrated to Kansas, and is, by 


this bill, proposed to be restored to public life in | 


the Senate, where, though representing less than 
one sixtieth part of the population of New York, 
his vote will be just as potent, on all questsons, 
as that of either of the honorable Senators from 
that State. 

Nor shall I more than advert to the great in- 
justice to the large and populous States like Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, and New York, in giving the 
forty thousand to sixty thousand people of Kan- 


sas (if there be so many) an equal power and-vote | 


in the Senate with their millions. 


New York alone, to have a vote in the Senate, | 


in proportion to her numbers, equal to Kansas, 
if admitted now under this bill, would be entitled 
to over one hundred and twenty Senators in the 
other House. 

1 leave these, and all such arguments, and kin- 


dred suggestions, until we have the facts from the | 


committee, when, if | can get an opportumty, I 
intend speaking in full upon the question. 


Although, in my opinion, we have the power 


to make laws fora Territory, yet we have no right 
to make a constitutien for a Territory; nor have 


we a right to admit a Territory as a sovereign || 


State within this Union, unless she comes to us 
with a constitution made by her people, at least 
a majority of them, or ratified by them. 

Let me say to the friends of this measure, if 


convention, and admit Kansas as a State with 
this constitution, they should, at least, submit 
the constitution to the actual residents of the Ter- 
ritory, to see whether they will have it or not. 
{ think, if they will consider the matter deliber- 
ately, they will see the prepriety of the course | 
have suggested. 

But, sir, | do not care to follow out this course 
ofargument. I simply desired to make the sug- 
gestion to the House that, when this information 
comes, one half the debate upon this subject will 
be unnecessary. Gentlemen cannot criminate 
and recriminate when this information is before 


us, because it will settle the facts about which || 
Then | 


they have been, and are now, in dispute. 
| am not without hope that some wise, just, and 


proper measure may be entered upon which shall || 


bring peace and quiet to the people of that dis- 
wacted Territory. I have not had time to look 
into all the propositions that have been brought 


forward for effecting such a state of things. It | 


may be’ that, after examination, we may agree 


upon such a proposition as has been presented by 
a 


the distinguished Senator frem Delaware, whic 


hee in it, [ think, merit, modeeation, forbearance, |} Commitice on Territories to this subject, that he | 


it is due, however, to the House, | 
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he has something to bring forward. I hope it 
| will be sound, fair, and well considered, and | am 
| prepared to accept it; but it must impose nothing 


upon the peopla@@f the Territory, as a constitu- | 


tion, to which they do not agree. 

Now, in reference to the suggestion of my 
| friend from Ohio, {Mr. Camppext,] that the in- 
formation to be obtained from the Kansas com- 
mission will be of no value in determining the 
question before the House, because the House 
limited their scope of investigation to one or two 
questions. I have not the resolution under which 
they were appointed. If any gentleman has, I 
hope he will have it read. But my recollection 
is, that they included the most broad and compre- 


| hensive grounds of inquiry; and it was upon that | 


consideration that L voted for its appointment. 

If I mistake not, they were directed to inquire 
| into all the irregularities alleged to have been 
committed inthe Territory. The resolutions will 
speak for me, if gentlemen will refer to them. 
If my recollection serves me, they covered all 
irregularities, not only in the election for delegate 
to this House, but in the elections for members 
of the Territorial Legislature of Kansas. My 
| friend will remember that they covered the entire 
| ground. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I have as- 
| certained, on inquiry, that! was slightly in error, 
and I make the correction. ‘The spirit of the res- 
| olutions was more general than I have stated. 
They are as follows: 


this House, to be appointed by the Speaker, shall proceed 
to inquire into, and collect evidence in regard to, the troubles 
in Kansas generally, and particularly in regard to any fraud 
or force attempted or practiced in reference to any of the 
elections which have taken place in said Territory, either 
| under the law organizing said Territory, or under any pre- 
| tended law which may be alleged to have taken efiect 
| therein since. ‘That they shall fully investigate and take 
| proof of all violent and tumultuous proceedings in said Ter- 


| ritory, atany time since the passage of the Kansas-Ne- | 


| braska act, whether engagedein by residents of said Terri- 
| tory, or by any person or persons from elsewhere going into 

said Territory, and doing, or encouraging others to do, any 
| act of violence or public disturbance against the laws of the 
United States, or the rights, peace, and safety of the resi- 
dents of said ‘Territory ; and tor that purpose said committee 
shall have full power to send for, and examine and take 
copies of all such papers, public records, and proceedings 
as, in their judgment, will be useful in the premises ; and, 
also, tosend tor persons, and examine them on oath or 
atlirmation as to matters within their knowledge, touching 
the matters of said investigation; and said committee, by 
their chairman, shall have power to administer all necessary 


oaths or affirmations connected with their aforesaid duties. | 


Resolved, further, That said committee may hold their 
investigations at such places and times as to them may 
| seem advisable, and that they have leave of absence from 
| the duties of this House until they shall have completed 

such investigation. That they be authorized to employ 

one or more clerks, and one or more assistant sergeants. at- 

arms, to aid them in their investigation ; and may admin- 
| ister to therm an oath or affirmation faithfully to perform 
| the duties assigned to them, respectively, and to keep secret 
| all matters which may come to their knowledge touching 

such investigation as said committee shall direct, until the 
| report of the same shail be submitted to this House; and 
| said committee may discharge any such clerk, or assistant 
sergeant-at-arms, for neglect of duty or disregard of in 
structions in the premises, and employ others under like 
regulations. 


Mr. HAVEN. 


I thought, on a reference to 


|| the resolutions, that the gentleman would find 
they propose to recognize the proceedings of this 


| that they were of a more general nature than he 
stated them to be. I have a recollection that the 
gentleman from Indiana submitted them to me 
before he presented them; and I then made the 
observation that, if adopted, the report of the 
co1amittee would foreclose and estop gentlemen 
in reference to all the controverted facts in this 
case of Kansas. It will be seen that the resolu- 
tions are indeed far more comprehensive than I 
stated they were ftom mere recollection. The 
| committee are to inquire into all the troubles, and 
causes of existing troubles in, Kansas. In antici- 


bring us, when it comes, gentlemen may ask me, 
if they please, to vote on the great fundamental 
question which underlies all others in reference to 
Kansas; but I give them notice that I shall favor 
none of these extraordinary or extreme measures 
/ until I know what there is in that report. When 
I learn what there is in it, then I will be enabled 
| to act consistently and understandingly, so far as 
I am individually concerned. 
I think we ought to have that information; and 


|| bringing the attention of the chairman of the 


3 5 f 
and good sense. A gentleman on my right says 


Resolved, That a committee of three of the memkers of 


pation of the knowledge that their report will | 


I have made these remarks for the purpose of | 











| might see the importance of enabling this Housa 
to lay its hands on this piece of information. | 
am ready to act on it when I getit. Nay, I am 
willing to go further; 1 am ready to declare that 
if it turn out to be true, as is proclaimed by tele. 
graphic dispatches, that there has been a destruc. 
tion of property in Kansas, committed und: r the 
order of any marshal or other public officer jy 
that Territory, I am willing to vote indemnity to 
the people who have suffered a consequent logs 
I think that indemnity is due them. And I also 
think that, in such acase, it is equally due to any 
officer who has authorized, allowed ,or commanded 
any such proceeding, that he be at once not on! 
dismissed the public service, but punished to the 
extent of the law. Gentlemen may square them. 
selves to side questions and side issues, and do 
business in a small wey as much as they like, 

| but Iam desirous to meet this great question on 
the facts which I understand are on their way 
here. When they are at hand, I will apply the 
remedy that seems to me to be just, without refer. 
ence either to the North or the South. 

Mr. GROW obtained the floor. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. Has not the gentleman 
already spoken on the subject? 

_The SPEAKER. Not on the pending ques. 
tion. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to speak on this 
question, but not to-day; and if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania will yield me the floor, before 
moving to proceed to other territorial business, | 

|| will have the floor to-morrow. 

Mr. GROW. I yield the floor to the gentle- 

| man from Georgia. 
| Mr. STEPHENS. I have possession of the 
floor, and I now yield it to the gentleman to make 
the motion that the House go into committee. 
Mr. GROW. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. [ ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to withdraw his motion, in order 
| that 1 may submit some reports from the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means? 

Mr. GROW. Iam willing to yield for the re- 
'| ception of such reports as relate to the Territo- 
| ries. 

On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, it was 

Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the resolution 
in reference to the territorial capitol of Utap; and that the 
same be referred to the Committee on Terfitortes. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I also ask to report back 
from the Commjttee of Ways and Means an act 
| for the relief of Jéhn Hastings, collector of the 

port of Pittsburg, and ask that the committee be 
| discharged from its further consideration; and 
that it be referred to the Committee of Claims. 
| Mr. GROW. I object to that report; it has 
nothing to do with territorial business. 


| RESOLUTIONS. 


| Mr.CRAWFORD. I hope the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania will allow me to offer a resolution, 
| merely of inquiry. 
| Mr. GROW. If I had not objected to the 
gentleman from Ohio, I might not press any ob- 

| jection to the gentleman’s proposition. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman from Ohio 
| will not object, I am sure. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I do not object. 

Mr. CRAWFORD then offered the following 
' resolutions; which were read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
| be instructed to inquire into the propriety of placing James 
| Saxton, of Catoosa county, Georgia, on the revolutionary 
pension rolls. 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
p instructed to inquire into the propriety of placing the name 
| of John Graddy on the rolls as an invalid pensioner. 
| Mr. GROW. Now,I must object to every- 
| thing except bills in reference to territorial mat- 

ters. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CHAPMAN, by unanimous consent, and 
in pursuance of previous notice, introduced bills 
of the following titles; whith were severally read 
a first and second time, and referred as indicated 
below: 

A bill to authorize the Secretary of War to 
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and adjust the expenses incurred in defend - 
frontier settlements of Nebraska against 
Indians during the year 1855. Referred to 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
\ bill for the construction of a road in the Ter- 
ritories Of Kansas and Nebraska. , Referred to 
Committee on Territories. 


POLYGAMY IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. MORRILL. 


makea report from the Committee on Territories. 
In whatever moog the bill which Iam about to 


Mr. Speaker, I desire to || 


yt may be discussed—and I have no idea that 


+ ill be discussed in any other than an amiable 
yood—I trust we shall have a serious vote upon 


I am permitted to say that the preamble to the | 


bill received the unanimous support of the com- 
nittee, and that there was but one of those pres- 
ent who gave a reluctant dissentto the bill. The 
ommittee ascertained, from the general notoriety 
of the facts, and from the admission of the gen- 
emanly and courteous Delegate from Utah, that 

‘tain practices prevail, in at least one of our 
lerritories, which it is very desirable to suppress. 

The only question of any difficulty seems to be 
one of power. ll admit the imperious necessity 


of legislation upon the subject, and are anxious 


Va- | 


to find authority for it in the Constitution. 
rious parts of the Constitution are relied upon. 
Some are satisfied with the miscellaneous part 
found in the preamble, for the promotion of the 
‘oeneral welfare,’’ under which the United States 
Bank so long reposed; others in the article which 
protects every State ** against invasionand domes- 

‘violence,’’ or in the article which declares, 
‘the citizens of each State shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the sev- 


eral States.’? Some have suggested that we have 


the control over the subject under the power to || 
‘ reounlate commerce;’’ or, at least, that we have | 


the power to punish a breach of the privileges of 
this House. Without relyingupon any of these 


mooted points, or even that which gives to Con- | 


cress ‘* power to define and punish offenses 
against the laws of nations,’’ I would point to 
the article which gives the power ‘ to make all 


needful rules and regulations respecting the Ter- | 


99 
ritories. 


rant 
rant. 


That, I think, is our sufficient war- 
Those who hold that we have power to 
acquire territory by treaty, must admit that we 
have the power to govern any such acquisitions. 


The only supposed application of this bill will 


be over territory acquired by treaty. ‘Those who 
did not object to the treaty are in no position to 
object to the bill. 

But so great is the necessity for some decisive 


legislation, if there are any who hesitate, I would | 


say to them, as did Jefferson, at the time Louis- 
jana was acquired, that they should ‘‘ throw 
themselves on their country’’—* casting behind 
them metaphysical subtilties, and risking them- 
selves like faithful servants.’’ 

There is no purpose to interfere with the most 
absolute freedom of religion, nor to intermeddle 


with the rights of conscience; but the sole design | 


is to punish gross offenses, whether in secular 
or ecclesiastical garb; to prevent practices which 
outrage the moral sense of the civilized world, 


and to reach even those ‘* who steal the livery of | 


, 


the court of Heaven to serve the Devil in.’ 

Mr. WALKER. 
Is this debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. Itis notin order. 
tleman from Vermont can report the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, then reported a bill to punish and pre- 
vent the practice of polygamy in the Territories 


1 rise to a question of order. | 


of the United States, and other places; which was | 


read a first and second time. 


Mr. WHEELER. I should like to know 
what *‘ other places’’ the bill refers to ? 
Mr. WAKEMA N. Iask thatthe bill be read. 


The bill wasread, It provides that if any per- 
son or persons, being married, and inhabitants 
of the Territories of the United States, or other 
places over which the United States possess 
exclusive jurisdiction, shall intermarry with any 
person or persons, or cohabit with, gr live with, 
any person or persons as partners, acknowledging 


the conjugal relation, the former husband or wife | 


being still living, he or she so offending shall, on 
conviction, pay a fine not exceeding $500, and be 
imprisoned not less than two nor more than five 
years; provided, that nothing contained in the 


The gen- || 
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bill shall apply to any person or persons whose 
husband or wife shall absent him or herself, one 
from the other, for a space of five years, one of 
them not knowing the other to be living during 
that time, nor to persons who shall have been 
legally divorced, 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have no objection to the 
reference of the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union; but, as | understand 
its provisions, it proposes to legalize polygamy 
when the husband and wife have been separated 
for five years, although not divorced. I think it 
ought to go to the committee. 

The question was taken; and Mr. Morriiu’s 
motion was agreed to. 

CLOSE OF DEBATE. 

Mr. GROW. I offer the usual resolution to 
close debate in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, upon the bill making appro 
priations for the completion of military roads in 
the Territory of Oregon, in five minutes after its 
consideration shall be again resumed by the com- 
mittee. ’ 

The resolution was adopted. 

ADMISSION OF Tge STATE OF KANSAS. 

Mr. GROW. I stated to the House the other 
day that I would give one day’s notice of the time 
when I intended to call the previous question on 
the bill for the admission of the State of Kansas 
into the Union. I announce now, thatif I can 
get the floor on Saturday, | propose to call the 
previous question on that bill. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman will not 
do that. The House may be in session only a 
short time to-morrow, and it may be impossible 
for us to discuss that bill. 

Mr. GROW. Well, I will give the notice. I 
move now that the rules be suspended, and that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WHITNEY. I hope the gentleman will 
withdraw that motion for a moment. 

Mr. GROW. I cannot yield any further. 

Mr. WHITNEY. | intend to offer a substi- 
tute for the bill for the admission of Kansas, and 
| desire to introduce it now, in order that it may 
be printed, and be before the HLlouse before there 
is any further discussion on that measure. 

The SPEAKER. It can be received only by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. MATTESON. 
read. 

Mr. GROW. I object toits being read, though 
I have no objection to its being printed. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

Mr. GROW. Then I insist upon the motion 
to suspend the rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Do 1 understand the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania to say, that the day 
after to-morrow he will move the previous ques- 
tion? 

Mr. GROW. I will state to the House that I 
do not propose to call it before three o’clock on 
that day. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Let us understand! To- 
morrow will be Friday—private bill day. Does 
the gentleman propose to go on with this busi- 
ness to-morrow? 


Mr. GROW. 


I object, unless it be first 


The whole week is set apart for 


territorial business. 





Mr. STEPHENS. Itis to be understood, then, 
that on Saturday the gentlemen will move the 
previous question ? 

Mr. GROW. Yes, sir. 

ARMS TO UTAII AND NEW MEXICO, 

Mr. KENNETT. 


I move a reconsideration 


| of the vote by which the resolution with refer- 


ence to sending United States arms to the Terri- 
tories of Utah and New Mexico was passed yes- 


| terday. 


The motion was received and entered. 
The motion was then taken on Mr. Grow’s 


| motion to suspend the rules; and it was agreed to. 


TERRITORIAL BUSINESS IN COMMITTEE. 


So the rules were suspended, and the House 
resolved itself into the Committee of the Whole 


| ow the state of the Union, (Mr. Lerrer in the 
| chair,) and resumed the consideration of House 
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bill (No. 2) making appropriations for the com- 
‘Ter ory 
y substitute re- 
vorted by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to occupy 
five minutes on this bill. It is within the knowl- 
edve of the House, that afew days ago the chatr- 
man of the Committee on ‘Territories opposed a 
measure for the building of a penitentiary in 
Kansas, on the ground that Kansas was about to 
be admitted iato the Union I ask that 
gentleman now on what principle itis that he can 


pletion of military roads in Oregon 


: ; 
the pending quest n Lye ing on the 


as a State. 
i 


tion for Oregon 


i 
fon is about to | adm 


vote for an appropri , when Ore- 

. tted as a State; when, in 
von is more likely to be admitted as a 
State than Kansas is? Oregcon comes here under 
very different auspices from Kansas. She comes 
Without there being a single 
wards her in this House. 
of the Committee 


truth, Ore 


hostile feeling to- 
Here is the chairman 
on ‘Territories patronizing this 
appropriation in respect toa ‘Territory which has 
such fair - of a member of 
this Union. I have nothing more to say on that 
subject. 

but [have another point, and I wish it to be 
understood by the House, and byathe country. 
It is distinetly averred by gent| men of this com- 
mittee that they will starve Kansas out; that, in 
the appropriations which are designed to be made 
to the Territories, they will not be governed by 
considerations of public duty. 

Mr. GROW. I rise to a point of order. This 
would lead to endless discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is address- 
ing his remarks to the question of the Territo- 
ries, and the re is no doubt of his he in’ in ord - 

Mr. SMITH. lam very glad the centleman 
raised the point of order. I think it is well taken 
as a point of order, inasmuch as it shows the 
whole proceeding to be altogether out of the 
legitimate scope of the rule of 


prospect of bi coming 


which 
ought to govern the action of the committee in this 
House, and that instead of being 


conduct 


roverned by 
those considerations of right, justice, and pro- 
priety, they are governed by their passions, in 
refusing to on ‘Territory what th y are about to 
frant to al other. 
Mr. GROW. 
first inquiry, as | 


complai 


I will answer the genileman’s 
suppose it is pertinent. He 

iS that we recommend an appropriation 

for Oregon, and refused 

the penitentiary 


to recommend one fox 
| n Kansas I will state to the 
rentieman that the Committee on Territories re- 
ceived no petition asking for a penitentiary, or 
anything else, in Kansas. We had no applica- 
tion before us. ‘his bill is not reported by the 
Committee on Territories, but from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. Having had nothing 
before us in reference to Kansas, it was not to 
be supposed that we would recommend an ap- 
propriation on our own instance. In addition, I 
said, that as our proposition was to admit Kan- 
sas into the Union as a State, and as she would 
then build her own public edifices, and take care 
of herself, it was not for us to come in and build 
her penitentiaries and roads. 

I think I have answered the objection of the 
gentleman to this bill. 


about. 


j 
} 
1 
I 


Its merits I know nothing 
It comes from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and the members of that committee, and 
the Delegate from Oregon, know the facts, and 
can state them. - 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the words, ‘ For the con- 
struction of the road from Astoria to Salem, the 
sum of $10,000.’ We have heard a good deal 
said, Mr. Chairman, about roads for military pur- 
poses, and for other purposes, and that the con- 
struction of such roads was within the purview 
of the Constitution of the United States. Now, 
sir, | have proposed tostrike out this item because 
I find that in the original bill reported to this 
House that the item was introduced as $55,000. 
I find that the Military Committee cut off $45,000, 
Now, how comesthis? Ifthisisa military road, 
what military engineer surveyed it? Under what 
order of the “military department of the Govern- 
ment was it surveyed? What agent of the War 
Department of this Government has furnished 
the estimate in regard to one dollar for the con- 
struction of a military road from Astoria to Sa- 
lem? 

Mr. LANE. I think the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia had better let me answer him now, and save 


. 
~~» 
a 
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the trouble of I have a report 


} 
hhiin 


here. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
says he has a report there. 
that report recommend? 

Mr. LANE, I will read it. 

Mr. LETCHER. ° Just give me the amount. 

Mr. Lane handed Mr. Lercuer the report of 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and the latter 


talking. 


Very well. The gentleman 


read the following extract from a letter therein, 


from the Secretary of War: 
“ War DEPARTMENT, 
. Wasutneton, March, 1856. 
‘“Sin: In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, asking 
my views as to the necessity or utility of certain roads in 


Oregon Territory for the military service of the country, as | 


to the manner in which they should be constructed, and 
tor estimates of their probable cost, | have to state that my 
views in reference to the utility of the road from Astoria to 

em, for military purposes, are contained in a letter from 
this Department to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


House of Representatives, of January 16, 1855,a copy of 
At the time when this letter 

was written, the route over which it is proposed to carry | 
the road had not been examined, and had probably never | 
The general character of the | 


which is inclosed herewith. 


been traversed by ahy one. 
country between the two points was, however, known ; 
and from the experience had in opening roads under simi 
lar circumstances in the Pacific Territories, it was thought 
that one could 


sigued to the duty, and instructions issued to him. 


ographical duties on the Pacific coast; both of which 
were fora road of a more costly character than that con- 
templated in my instructions, which intended simply an 
open way, wide enough for the passage of wagons, but ap- 
pear to have been misapprehended. ‘The road proposed by 
them was to be cleared entirely of trees, brush, and fallen 


timber, for a width of thirty-three (33) feet, and all roots, 1 
stumps of trees, and other obstructions, were to be entirely | 


removed from a carriage-way sixteen and a half feet wide, 


&e., &e., &c. The estimated cost of the road, built in this 
manner, for the distance of sixty miles, the length of the 
road required, was $2,000 per mile, exclusive of two bridges, | 
the cost Of one of which was $2,000. This would require 


an additional appropriation of about $100,000. 
recommend the construction of a road of that character, 
and have directed that instructions be issued to the officers 
in charge to limit their operations to opening such a road as 
was designated by me. It is probable that some additional 
means may be required for that purpose—say $10,000.°? 


Now, sir, so far as that 1s concerned, it does 
not seem that there has ever been any survey 
made at all of the route over which this road is 
to be constructed. And, sir, | should like to know 
why there ts thisdiscrepancy of $45,000? Where 
does this estimate of $55,000 come from in the 
first place? If there was an estimate of $55,000, 
how comes this discrepancy of $45,000? Besides 


that, this bill, as originally introduced, contained | 


an appropriation of $115,000. But the Military 
Committee have cut it down to $70,000. 

The Territory of Oregon has already, during 
the i 
ceived $90,000 for the construction of roads within 
its limits. 


that purpose will reach $160,000. 


Now, sir, it seems to me, from the very decla- | 


rations contained in that report, that, so far from 
this being a military wagon road, itis to be a road 
for the convenience ofthe Territory of Oregon. It 
is to be for a carriage way and wagon way; to be 
clear of roots; thirty-three feet in width, and all 
that sort of thing—showing that it is to be of a 
permanent character, for the use of the people of 
the Territory, rather than forany military purposé 
whatever. That is my objection to it. 


Again, if the Territory of Ohio and the Terri- | 


tory of Tennessee, in the early days of the Gov- 
ernment, could get along, and the Government 
could get along, during their territorial existence, 
without a single solitary military road in them, 
why is it necessary now to appropriate $160,000 
for military roads in the Territory of Oregon? 


We know the fact, from the document before us, || 


that not a dollar was appropriated for the con- 
struction of military roads in Ohio during the 
fifleen years of its territorial existence. Was 
there no need of military roads in Ohio then? 


And if not, what is there in the condition of || 
things in Oregon to make it necessary now that || 


so large an amount should be expended there for 
that purpose? 

Mr. LANE, It is always painful for me to 
find myself compelled to occupy a position in 
‘Opposition to my friend from Virginia, [Mr. 
Lereuer.| [ entertain very great respect for 
his opinions and judgment upon questions gen- 
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What amount does | 





We made between these points, practicable | 
forthe passage of wagons, tor about the sum appropriated. | 
As soon as the appropriation was made, an officer was as- | 
This | 
officer, after an examination of the ground, forwarded an | 
estimate prepared by himself; and a revised estimate was | 
also received from the officer having general charge of top- | 


I do not | 


eight years of its territorial existence, re- | 





If this billis passed, the amount for 





erally; but, I am sorry to say, not in this special 
case. 

Mr. Chairman, this bill, as it now stands, pro- 
vides for anappropriation of $10,000 for the com- 
pletion of a military road from Astoria to Salem, 
in Oregon. Astoria stands upon the bank of the 
Columbia river, near its mouth, and is accessible 
with Salem and the country in the vicinity only 
by river; that river which rises in the Rocky 


| Mountains, which runs through the coldest por- 
tions of our Territory, whose waters are at all | 
times nearly as cold as ice, and which freeze | 
every cold winter, and often remain frozen for | 
weeks, during which time the whole Willamette 

| valley is entirely inaccessible from our principal | 


sea-port town; and in case of the invasion from 


any foreign Power, the whole country could be | 


taken before any troops could possibly arrive 
from any other portion of the Territory unless 
some facility for the transportation of troops and 
munitions of war be provided. ‘There has never 
been a military road contemplated in any of the 
Territories, so essential to the protection of the 
Territory as that road. If it is right and proper 
to provide for the defense of the country—if it is 


| proper to provide facilities for the tramsportation | 
of troops from one military point to another, 


where such facilities do not already exist, then it 
is right and necessary to provide for the con- 
struction of this road, afl the appropriation 


| ought to be $55,000 instead of $10,000; and I 


hope this committee will make it so, the opinion 
of the Secretary of War to the contrary notwith- 
standing. d 


Sir, during the last Congress provision was | 


made for having this route surveyed. Lieutenant 
Derby, of the United States Army, an officer in 
the corps of topographical engineers, an able and 


| skiliful officer, proceeded, as directed, to the 
| discharge of that duty. 


Upon an examination of 
the country, he declared it to be of high military 
importance that the road should be built, and 


accordingly recommended to the War Department | 
that $55,000 should be appropriated for the open- || 
ing of that road—not for the convenience merely || half this price. 
of the people of Oregon, but for the military de- | 


fense and safety ofthe Territory. The Secretary 
of War, however, has seen fit to disregard that 


recommendation; and the Military Committee, | 


acting upon his estimate, has cut the amount from 
$55,000 down to $10,000. He thought thata road 
merely passable for wagons was all that was 
necessary. But, sir, any one who is acquainted 
with the geography of that country, knows that 
the road runs over high mountains, and through 


a dense forest, in which large trees are occasion- | 
ally falling, that the road would soon become so 
| blocked up as to be of no service to the country 


whatever. 

Sir, in consideration of the condition of the 
country in the vicinity of Astoria—in considera- 
tion of the fact that the Indians in that neighbor- 
hood, who are now quiet and peaceable, should 
they become hostile, could destroy all the settle- 
ments in that portion of country 





{A message was here received from the Presi- |! 


dent of the United States, by Sipney Wessrer, 
his Private Secretary, (the Speaker having tempo- 
rarily resumed the chair for the purpose,) an- 
nouncing that he had approved and signed sundry 
bills. } 

Mr. LANE. 


dition, if the committee will allow me. 1 desire 


that this committee will not disregard the recom- | 
mendations of the officer who was sent out to | 
make these surveys, and to make estimates for || .. ; ; 
|| ation of a bill (H.R. No. 428) making appropri- 
| ations for the bridging of streams and opening 


the construction of the work. 
{Here the hammer fell. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the | 


amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. 
Mr. LANE. I desire to say a few words 


more. 


Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my amendment | 


to enable the gentleman from Oregon to go on. 


No objection being made, the amendment was |} 


withdrawn. 
Mr. LANE. 


I desire, move to strike out the words ‘ ten 


| thousand’’ from the amendment of the committee, | 
| and in lieu thereof, to insert the words “ fifty-five 
| thousand,”’ the amount recommended by the en- || 
| gineer who surveyed the route. 


The committee 


| will understand that I do not offer the amendment 
on my ownresponsibility of my own knowledge of 
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| its probable cost. 
|and the Secretary of 
| estimates. 
| treated. 


I desire to say but a word inad- | 


In order to make the statement | 


| letter of the 
| ment by the Government of certain roads in the Territory 
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’ 
the country; it is offered on the survey and esti. 
mates of the probable cost of the road by an 
efficient public officer. The*bill was drafted jn ° 
accordance with that survey and estimate. The 
amount of appropriation has been reduced by the 
committee from $55,000 to $10,000. I only pro- 
pose to put the bill in its original shape; nothing 
more. This road is necessary for the protection 
of the Territory. 

Up to the present moment the Government has 
not taken any steps to establish any kind of for- 
tification or cian at Astoria. _ Not one dollar 
has been appropriated for the* defense of that 
coast. The only way in which we can at pres- 
ent defend Astoria, either from an Indian or for. 
eign foe, is by sending down there the people of 
the Willamette valley; and the only way to do that 
with any sort of expedition, is by means of thig 
proposed road. Suppose the river be not frozen 
—the enemy, with one small war vessel, could pre- 
ventany small steamer running on our rivers from 
running down the stream. In a military point 
of view, it will be perceived, then, that the road is 
indispensable to the safety of the country. It can- 
not be made for less than fifty-five thousand dol- 
lars. With the considerations before the com- 
mittee, we should disregard the recommendation 
of the Secretary of War that there should be 
se a passable wagon road through the forests, 
and pass the bill as it was originally framed. 

The recommendation of the Department for the 
other road is explicit. The road i Scottsburg 
to Fort Lane, and to Camp Stuart, is absolutely 


/necessary. ‘The Government cannot do without 


it; they must have it. Scottsburg is the sea-port 
town, where are landed Government supplies. 
From thence those supplies have to be trans- 


| ported to the place where the troops are posted; 


and owing to the impassable condition of the 
road, I have known fourteen dollars the hundred 
paid for transporting supplies from Scottsburg to 
Fort Lane. 

Now, sir, make this a good wagon road, and 
the transportation could be done for Jess than one 
The road has been asked for by 
the officers of the Army. They have estimated 
They have recommended it, 
ar has approved their 
But the other road is not so well 
The appropriation is cut down from 
$55,000 to $10,000. My object can as well be 


| reached if the House will refuse to agree to the 
committee’s amendment. I withdraw my amend- 


ment, and ask that the committee’s amendment 
be voted down. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the committee; and it was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was laid aside, to be 
reported to the House with a recommendation 
that it do pass. 


MILITARY ROAD IN WASHINGTON TERRI- 


TORY. 


The committee then proceeded to the consider- 
ation of a bill (H. R. No. 422) for the construc- 
tion of a military road between Fort Steilacoom 


|| and Bellingham Bay, in the Territory of Wash- 


ington. The bill, which was read, appropriates 
the sum of $35,000 for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


BRIDGES AND ROADS IN MINNESOTA TER- 


RITORY. 
The committee then proceeded to the consider- 


roads in Minnesota Territory. 
The bill was read in eztenso. 
Mr. LETCHER. Is there any recommenda- 


| tion from the Department for that bill ? 


Mr. PURVIANCE. Thereisa letter from the 


| Commissioner of Indian Affairs, which I send to 


the Clerk’s desk to be read. 
The letter was read, as follows: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Orrtce or InptaN Arrarirs, May 27, 1856. 
Srr: [have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
instant, relative to the proposed improve- 


of Minnesota, and requesting my opinion in regard to the 
propriety of such improvements, an@ the effect they may 


| be expected to produce upon the condition of the Indian 


tribes in that country. ne 
In reply, I have to state that there are witbin the limits 















of the Territory, at present, two reservations for the Sioux 
Indians, one for the Winnebagoes, and nine for the Chip- 
sewa bands—the Indians thereon numbering upwards of 
eleven thousand souls; to whom the Government is each 
year paying large annuities in goods and provisions, which 


have to be transported to them at a very heavy expense. 

[| entertain no doubt whatever of the propriety of the pro- 
posed appropriation for the improvement of the roads in the | 
Territury, to Which you refer; and I am well persuaded 
that the effect of the judicious expenditure of the money 
will be such, by the reduction in the present high rates of 
transportation paid by the Government, as to save, in afew 
years, the whole amount of the proposed appropriation. 

* Its effect upon the Indians cannot but be favorable. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


GEO. W. MANYPENNY, Commissioner. 
Hon. H. M. Rice, House of Representatives. 
Mr. LETCHER. This bill comes in, it seems, 
upon anew platform. Heretofore roads were con- 
stitutional if they happened to be military; but 
now they are constitutional if they happen to be 
recommended by the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs. Then they were constitutional if they were 
for carrying munitions of war for the purpose of 
defending the country; now they are constitu- 
tional if they are for carrying goods to be dis- 
tributed amongst the Indians. Now,I have no 
great hopes that any of these thiggs can be de- 
feated, because I think it is the fixed purpose of 
the majority in this House to spend the money 
anyhow. ‘They have shown a pretty strong dis- 
position to go it tg all occasions; and, as they 
are to be responsible before the country for the 
expenditures of this Congress, if they choose to 
make appropriations of this kind, let them come 
put openly when they shift the grounds on which 
they make them. They told us before, that they 
were constitutional because they were military 
roads. Let them come up now and say, that the 
construction of roads, no matter where or for what 
purposes, is within the limits of the constitutional 


power of this.Government, and that appropri- | 


ations for them ought to be made by the Congress 
of the United States. 


Mr. GROW. The Government of the United | 


States, under the treaty-making power, has made 
reaties with, the Indians, which provide for the 
distribution Of certain goods, and fix the places 
for that distribution; and the eects take 
it, must provide some means of transportation for 


those goods. These roads, as I understand it, are || 
for that purpose. The Delegate from Minnesota || 
is, of course, more familiar with the facts than | 


I am. 


a statement, the other day, in reference to 


Mr. RICE. The gentleman from Virginia *: 


in many respects, and in others it had a tendency 
to mislead the House. His object was to satisfy 
the committee that the Territories were getting 
too much of the Government pap. Now, look at 
the case asitis. Hesaid that Ohio, and Indiana, 
and Tennessee, whilst Territories, received no 
appropriations forroads. I have not had time to 
examine the facts, but I presume that he is cor- 
rect. But after they became States, Ohio and 
Indiana received millions of dollars, not only in 
money, but they both received grants of land. 
Tennessee received several appropriations of 
money for the construction of roads, after she be- 
came a State; and let me say to the committee 
that the State of Virginia has received more money 
for building roads than any Territory in this 
Union. 

Mr. READY, (interrupting.) Did ! under- 
stand the Delegate from Minnesota to say that 
the State of Tennessee had received money for 
the construction of roads ? 

Mr. RICE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. READY. Will he state how, or when? 

Mr. RICE. I cannotdothatexactly. If 1 had 
the Statutes at Large, I could refer to some three 
appropriations authorizing money to be expended 
by the President for the opening of postal com- 
munications. 

Mr, READY. Tennessee has received ome 
small amounts for the improvement of the ‘Ten- 
nessee and Cumberland rivers. 

Mr. RICE. I knowthat; that is another mat- 


ter. I do not pretend to say that thiggvas wrong, | 


I have nothing to do with State Matters; but 
whenever anything for the benefit of the Territo- 
ries comes up there is a great outcry raised. The 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Lercuer,| after 
reading what he did, ought in fairness to have in- 
fucmed the committee what had been done for 
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| Virginia. How much money did ghe receive for 
| the construction of the Dismal Swamp canal? 
Congress has appropriated at least two millions 
| of dollars to construct a canal to bring wealth 
from the mountains and the valleys and pouritinto 
the very bowels of old Virginia. 
great State—*‘ the mother of States and states- 

who are the fathers of Democracy and | 
other great institutions. 

Mr. MILLSON, (interrupting.) The gentle- 

man has just inquired, what has Virginia re- 

| ceived from the Government of the United States 

for her Dismal Swamp canal? 
ust nothing. 


But she is a 


I tell the gentle- 
Government 
States purchased stock in the Dismal 
Swamp canal, and got it on much better terms 
than other stockholders, and it now holds that 
stock, which is very valuable stock. 
tlemar is answered. 

Mr. RICE. I stand corrected if I was in error. 
I admit that I am not very familiar with the acts 
of Congress; but there are some facts that I do 
know, and | know that our Territory has been 
plastered over with Virginia and other military 
and I do believe 
| soldiers in Virginia will never die out so long as 
there is an acre of public land remaining. [Laugh- 


warrants; that the old 


I hope the committee will pardon me for having 
spoken of matters not connggted with Minnesota, 
I know what are the duties of a Delegate here, 
and ] have endeavored to maintain my position, 

|} and not meddle with the affairs of others. 
whenever the Territories are brought up, some 
great scarecrow is raised. 

Now look at the case as it stands, and I appeal 
to the justice of this committee to set us right. 

|The Indians that occupied Llinois, Iowa, and 
| Wisconsin, have been removed into the Terri- 
There are some thirty or 
They are settled 


| tory of Minnesota. 
forty thousand Indians there. 
upon reservations scattered from one end of the 
The laws of the United 
| States prohibit a white man from cutting down 
a tree or marking outa road M the [ndian country. 
He is liable, for so doing, togimprisonment and 
a heavy fine. Yet these reservations are so placed 
between our settlements that the citizens, in many 
instances, cannot get from one hamlet to another 
without going a great distance round. 
reservations belong to the Indians, and we cannot 
He asks why we do not build our | 
ownroads? The men going to that Territory are 
They go there for the purpose of benefit- 
| ing their condition; and, while they are standing 
there with a hoe in one hand and a rifle in the 
| other, the gentleman from Virginia 
them to make roads—and for what? 
| the land valuable that has been taken 
| itary land warrants. 
| the people of a Territory should construct roads 
for the benefit of the General Government and 
non-residents ? 

Again: the gentleman speaks of the Constitu- 
He may interpret it correctly; 1 know he 
But it seems to me that, after 
rernment has got millions and millions of 
| acres of land from the Indians, and paid them at 
from three to five cents an acre, this great Gov- 
| ernment should certainly keep inviolate its treaty 
| stipulations. The Government agreed to deliver 
| annually annuities to the Indians, and,in most 

cases, they have failed to deliver them at the times 
| specified, because there were no roads. 
I will now send up, and ask te have read, an 
extract from a letter from the agent of one of these 
tribes, and will appeal to the humanity of the 
committee on behalf of the Indians: 


| Territory to the other. 


tax them. 
e | 
sppropriations for the Territories, prepared by the | 
Secretary of State. That statement is incorrect 


calls upon 


up by mil- 


Is itright? Is it just, that 


| does ithonestly. 


WinnesaGo Acency, December 28, 1855. 

Str: We have this day finished issuing the annuity goods 
to the Indians. ‘There were sixteen hundred and torty 
three present. 

The goods were not delivered here in season to be issued 
We have worked day and night since we got them 
—the thermometer ranging from twenty \o forty degrees 

J. E. FLETCHER, 
Uniled States Indian Agent. | 


below zero. 


To Hon: H. M. Rice. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


The gentleman from Min- | 
nesota has evidently been mistaken in one matter 
| —in regard to the Dismal Swamp canal; and is 
| just as much mistaken in regard to another—the 
| Cumberland road. If he would take the trouble to 
|| look at the vote in reference to the appropriation 


|| for that Cumberland road, he would find that U ina distant Territory. If an Indian war were to 
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Virginia voted then, as now, against these appro- 
priations of money from the Treasury. He will 
remamber, also, that the way the Cumberiand 
road happened to go through Virginia atall was, 
that they could not possibly get in any other 
direction to the State of Ohio. They were 
obliged to go through our territory, or not at all, 
It was not by Virginia votes tnat any portion of 
that road was made. 

But the gentleman appeals to the House to do 
justice to these Territories on another ground. 
He says that Virginia revolutionary land war- 
rants are shingling these Territories all over, and 
that he verily believes that the soldiers of the 
Revolution will never all die out in Virginia. I 
should be very glad to know that they were 
not all dead, and not all likely to die. It would 
be a source of gratification to me to be able to 
hold these men up before the rising generation, 
as examples of sound legislation and of patriotic 
virtue. But as far as that is concerned, these 
land warrants were given to them for their ser- 
vices. They were entitled to be located there; 
and when the gentleman seeks to call up the pre- 
judices of the House against Virginia, because 
‘of the issue of these warrants, then let him remem- 
ber that Virginia gave an empire to the very sec- 
tion of country to which he belongs, without 
asking a solitary cent by way of compensation. 
Now, after having made this gift to the United 
States for the cause of peace, in order to heal dis- 
turbances and divisions that gyght occur among 
other States, because of this empire held by Vir 
ginia, it ill becomes those who occupy that great 
West now to come and charge Virginia, when 
she is getting only her share of what she ceded 
to the others. 

Mr. RICE. Minnesota is not charging Vir- 
ginia, but merely fending off and protecting her- 
self against the contemplated wrong. 

Mr. LETCHER. Contemplated wrong by us! 
Now let us see what the wrong to that Territory 
has been. It was organized on the 3d of March, 
1849; and to say nothing of other appropriations 
of money made to that Territory, in the period 
of seven years it has received for its executive, 
legislative, and judicial purposes, for its public 
buildings, and for its roads, $481,150. 

Mr. RICE. And it has turned into the Treas- 
ury millions. 

Mr. LETCHER. Talk about unkind treat- 
ment to a Territory when it has received appro- 
priations like that! But the gentleman says it 
has turned into the Treasury millions. How? 
For land belonging to the Government, and not 
to her. Turned into the Treasury what is our 
own—that which this Government owned—that 
which it has put up and sold and acquired money 
for; and because that money is paid into the 
Treasury, the gentleman from Minnesota claims 
credit for it against the appropriations made 
directly out of the Federal Treasury—out of 
your money, sir, and mine, and that of every 
other Representative in this House. It seems to 
me that we have been liberal with this Territory. 
She has gotten more than any other Territory 
that has been formed under this Government for 
these three purposes alone, to say nothing of 
appropriations for legislative libraries, and for 
other purposes. It seems to me, then, shat there 
is no just reason to complain. We have been 
liberal with her in making military roads, for the 
construction of which she has received $200,000. 
And when no other military roads are to be 
made, we are now called upon to do—what? To 
make Indian roads. 

Mr. RICE. I wish to state that these roads 
are not asked for for territorial purposes alone. 
Itis my duty here to represent the Indians of that 
Territory as well as the whites. I ask this on 
their account, in part. ‘Their annuities were to 
be paid to them last summer, but the Govern- 
ment could not get the supplies into the country 

until December. Again: we have never cost the 
Government of the United States one dollar for 
Indian wars; and I believe that, had there been 
liberal appropriations for Florida, and Washing- 
ton, and Oregon Territories, in opening roads, 
millions and millions of dollars would have been 
saved to the Treasury. Roads into the Indian 
country are worth more than forts, for an Indian 
dreads the white man’s trail as muchas a tyrant 
does the Declaration of Independence. We live 
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| 
break out in our midst, what would be our means | 


! think it advisable for us not to be 
and pound-foolish. Is it not better, 
by the expenditure of a few dollars now, t#pre- 
vent the shedding of blood and the expenditure 
of millions? The Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
ha iid that by constructing these roads money 
would be saved to the Treasury. 1s not that of 
itself enough to satisfy the House of the pro- 


of defi te e? 


penny Wi 


y of making this small appropriation? Cer- 
ntlemenshere hold up their hands in holy 


horror if a dollar is to go out of the Treasury; 


riet 
i 


and if thousands are to be saved, and a Territory 
hy { ed, tneir opposition 1s equ illy certain, 


Vr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
have not my 
whut 


Mr. Chairman, I 


lf examined all the statutes, to see 


foundation of the Government, nor have I exam- | 
purpose of ascertaining what | 


ined them for the 


opriations have been made to the ‘Territory 
of Tennessee, or to the State of Tennes 
the purpose of constructing roads. Of one thing, 
nowever, | am pe rfe ctly CONSCIOUS; al d that Is, 


that but precious little of the money of this Gov- 


ernment has ever been ¢ xpended within the limits | 


o! Ti nnessee, 
Here, sir, is a statement from the State Depart- 
ment, made a few days ago to this House, in 
which there is not one dollar put down to Ten- 
nessee for roads or public buildings when she 
was a Territory, nor do I suppose that it will be 
uctroads thi@rein whije she was a'lerritory; 
that ever 
appropriated one dollar for opening or construct- 
ine any road within the limits of that State. The 
rentleeman from Minnesota says it is true. I 
hould be clad to 1 
what particular roads, those moneys were appro- 
pr ited. 
{ know that the portion of the country where 
I have lived for the last forty years, and where I 
now live, was not settled until within nine or ten 
years after the Territory was admitted into the 
Union as a State. The Territory was then cov- 
th as dense and heavy a forestas any por- 
tion of the great valley of the Mississippi; and 
it covered by a dense forest, but it 


id itis news to m this Government 


ered with 


} 
not only was 


was also covered with a cane which grew fifteen | 


or twenty feet high, and so thick that it was al- 


most impossibl j 
possible—for a man to go through it. The plo- 
neers of that country, as | have learned from 
them, were poor men when they emigrated to the 
Territory, as are the pioneers now of the Territory 
of Minnesota. When they came there, they 
came throuch these dense forests and cane, and 
were compelled to pack their wives and children, 
and all their goods, upon one or two little Indian 
ponies, and then to travel, not along a road, but 
along an Indian trail, the greater portion of which 


was so narrow as only to permit them to travel | 


old style, Indian file. 
And not only this, but when they had located 


In) tint 


their families, and had erected a shelter for them | 


in the shape of a rude cabin, they had then to re- 
turn through the Indian country, seventy-five or 


one hundred miles, to obtain corn and grain for || 
their wives to make bread, until they could clear | 


it for the next year. And 
for their protection they had to depend upon their 
hest friend, the rifle, which they always carried 
wit them. 

Mr. READY. In order that my colleague 
may understand the facts, and in order that jus- 
tice may be done to all, l will call his attention 
to the fact, that there were three or four small 
appropriations made for the construction of 
roads in Tennessee. There was an appropria- 
tion of $6,000 for the construction of a road from 


\ 


1 littte spot to raise 
I 


tion of which was expended in Mississippi 
erritory. There was an appropriation of $10,000 
purpose of opening a road from 
Columbia, in ‘Tennessee, to Madison, in Indiana, 
a very small portion of which was expended in 
‘Tennessee. ‘There was another appropriation of 
$4,000 made for the purpose of opening a road 
to connect with the Natchez road, a very small 
portion of which was expended in Tennessee. 

Mr. RICE, 
to say that | made allusion to these + ay et 
tions only to show that appropriations had een 
made for the purpose of constructing roads in 


made for the 


appropriations have been made since the 


see, for | 


hat a dollar was ever appropriated to | 


see where, and when, and for | 


and in many places quite im- | 


Nashville to Natchez in Mississippi, the greater | 


| without amendment. 
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the Territory of Tennessee. 1 regret deeply that 
they were not larger. 

Mr. JONES. [am aware thatthere wasa road, 
or rather a trail—for it always went under the 
name of the Natchez trail—from the neighborhood 
of Nashville, passed through the western portion 
of ‘Tennessee to Natchez, tn the State of Missis- 
sippi. My impression is, that it was marked out 
by blazing the trees to let the next person see 
where the trail passed. I think the first time this 
trail was ever used by the Government was after 
the tre aty with France in respect to Louisiana, in 
1803. It was either then, or when General Jackson 
marched the Tennessee volunteers down through 
this country to Natchez, in December, 1812, and 
when he received orders to disband and leave his 
troops there, and leave them without money, 
without provisions, and without clothing, to get 
back, as best they could, through the Indian 
country five or six hundred miles. Sir, he refused 
to do it, and, like all other oceasions of his life, 
he took the responsibility; and time has showed 
that he was right. But, sir, at the time these 
appropriations were made, all the eastern portion 
of Tennessee was Indian country, and Tennessee 
had no jurisdiction over it. The Indian title had 
not been extincuished, nor was it extinguished in 
the northern part of Mississippi until 1836, when 
the Chickasaw lands were purchased. 

But, sir, if Congress exceeded their powers in 
making these apprepriations to Tennessee, is 
that any reason why we should follow the pre- 
cedent? I doubt not that, if you will go back 
and examine the areument and debate, you will 
find that these appropriations were allowed to 
they were regarded as small and 
inconsiderable, and, in consideration of the ne- 
cessity for them, without any regard to the con- 
stitutional point. Should that act now be relied 
upon for the constitutional pow r to construct 
roads in all the Territories? We should at all 
times and under all circumstances be careful how 
we Initiate legislation when we have but a doubt- 
ful power; for the time will come, and come 
speedily, when it will be relied on as.a precedent 
and authority for st™ further legislation of a like 
character. — ‘ 

The gentleman from Minnesota referred to the 
quantity of land sold, and the large amount of 
money, as proceeds of the sale, that was poured 
into the ‘Treasury. My friend from Virginia 
well remarked that those lands belonced to the 
United States. ‘The money paid for them was 
not earned by Minnesotians, but by people of 
the States. ‘The people of the older States in- 
vested their money in Government lands, and 
thousands crowded there to settle them. Now 
the Territory comes up and claims these lands, 
and that whatever is paid for them is so much 
received from it by this Government. There are 
rentlemen of the new States who claim that their 
States paid large amounts of money into the 
Treasury of the United States for their land. 
Where have they any land? Whence did they 
obtain any? The lands belong to the United 
States; and it does seem to me, that when gen- 
tlemen come here and claim them, they qyght to 
remember what is told us by the good ae that, 
on a certain occasion, the Savior of mankind was 
taken up, by a certain individual, into a high 
mountain, and was promised all the kingdoms 
of the world before him if he would fall down 
and worship him. He would not do so, for he 
knew that he who offered them had not the one 
millionth part of a title to them. 

Mr. GROW: I move that the committee rise. 
I make the motion with a view to close debate 
on this bill. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


pass be cause 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Lerrer reported that 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 
bills of a territorial character, and had directed 
him to report back a bill (H. R. No. 2) making 
appropriations for the completion of military 
roads in Oregon, with an amendment; and a bill 


|| (H. R. No. 422) providing for the construction 
l ask the gentleman to permit me | 


f a military road between Fort Steilacoom and 
ellingham Bay, inthe Territory of Washington, 
Also, that they had under 


consideration a bill (H. R. No. 428) making 


and none that were not good. 
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appropriations for the bridging of streams and 
| opening of roads in Minnesota Territory, and 


had come to no resolution thereon. 
Mr. GROW moved the usual resolution, ¢ 


; ; ; : re hat 
all debate in the Committee of the Whole 


> ; 2 on 

the state of the Union on the bill making appro- 
priations for bridging of streams and opening 
——_ 


roads in Minnesota ‘Territory be closed Within 
five minutes after its consideration shall be-again 
resumed by the committee; which motion was 
acreed to. : 

Mr. G. moved that the rules be suspended, and 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of 


‘the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. LETCHER called for a division, 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
acreed to; there being, ona division—ayes 97, 
noes 27. , 


7 


BRIDGING STREAMS AND OPENING ROADS IN 
MINNESOTA—AGAIN. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Leiter in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill making appropria- 
tions for bridging streams and opening roads in 
Minnesota Territory. 

Mr. GROW moved that the bill be laid aside, 
and reported to the House with the recommenda- 
tion that it. do pass. 

The question was taken; and on a division, 


there were—avyes 97, noes 9; no quorum voting, 


Mr. SAPP demanded tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. STRANAAN 


and A. K. MarsHauu were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers. re- 
ported—ayes 110, noes not counted. ‘ 
So the bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 

House. 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS IN WASHINGTON TERRI- 


TORY. 
The committee then proceeded to consider 
House bill (No. 416) making appropriations for 


| the erection of public buildings in Washington 


Territory. ® 

The bill appropriates $50,000 for a territorial 
capitol at Olympia, and $30,000 for a penitentiary 
at Vancouver, provided that said amounts shall 
complete the buildings, including all costs for the 
same. 

On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 


mgpdation that it do pass. 


TERRITORIAL LIBRARIES. 

“he committee next proceeded to consider 
House bill (No. 419) for the increase of the ter- 
ritorial libraries of Minnesota, New Mexico, 
Oregon, Utah, Washington, Kansas, and Ne- 
braska. " 

The bill appropriates $500 for each of the said 
Territories, and provides that the appropriations 


| Shall be exclusively confined to the purchase of 


such standard legal works as shall be needed, 
and that a listof the books furnished, and the 


| prices paid for them, shall be reported to Con- 


cress. 

~ Mr. GROW. I move that the bill be laidaside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to know how 
much has been appropriated for the purchase of 
libraries heretofore? 

Mr. GROW. I think the sum originally ap- 
propriated was $5,000 for each Territory. At 
the first session of-the last Congress, $500 addi- 


| tional was appropriated to each of two of the 


Territories. That is all that has been appropri- 
ated. The purchases under this appropriation 


| are to be confined to law books. 


Mr. LETCHER. They have heretofore or- 
dered what books they pleased? 

Mr. GROW. Yes, sir. 

Mr. LANE. I do not wish to embarrass this 
bill, and if the committee think that my proposi- 
tion will do so, I will not make it. My friend 
from Pennsylvania says that heretofore $5,000 
has been appropriated to each Territory, for the 
purpose ena a library. We received 
that amount in Oregon, and invested it in books. 
A room was found for our library in the capitol. 

Mr. LETCHER. Did you buy law books? 

Mr. LANE. We bought good standard works; 
Well, sir, our 
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and 


that 
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was 
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i ir 


Vil 
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-apitol, for whic h you u had appropriate d money || 


also, Ot the entire library, was swe pt off by 


and our library was entirely lost, together 
with our records and eve rything ‘else. 


s bill, | desire to offer an amendment to appro- | 


te to Oregon Territory, for theepurpose of 
x that library , just ‘half what you gave us 

, to wit, $2,500. 
libr ary in our capitol. 
and the members 
ries, if they 
amount that was given us in the first instance to 


I ask the chairman, 
of the Committee on 


any 


We are now left without | 


Territo- | 
will not consent to give us half the | 


replace, as far as possible, the library we have 


Mr. 
ne things here that have not been before the com- 
ttee for eXamination. The committee do not 
want to be responsible for anything which they 
have not investigated. 


FROW. Ido not like the system of adopt- 


The gentleman, however, | 


‘an offer his amendment, and ask for a vote upon | 


Mr. LANE. I am sure that my friend, the 
hairman of the Committee on Territories, and 
this committee, will agree with me that we ought 
toh ive $2,500 appropriated for the purpose of 
replacing our lost library. Our 


loss was much | 


heavier than the library alone, and we have not | 


asingle book left. 
ndicated. 

Mr. LETCHER. I do not think the amend- 
ments ought to be adopted. The Government 
gives $5,000 to buy a library, and when that 

rary is destroyed, the Government is to be 
placed in the position of an insurer to replace it. 
Mr. LANE. A large portion of the library is 
the benefit of the United States courts. The 
law books and reports necessary for them are 
kept in the library for their use. I do not want 
to detain the committee by talking, but it is 
necessary for the United States that the books 
should be there, and that the courts should have 
access to them. The supreme court holds its 
sessions at the seat of government. But I will 
more. I ask for a vote on my amend- 


¢ 


Fay no 
ment. 

r. LETCHER. On the principle contended 
for by the gentleman from Oregon, there is not a 
judge of a Federal court, or a United States dis- 


trict attorney, who has not just as much right to | 


laim to be supplied with books as these judges 
n Oregon. 


Mr. LANE. You do furnish them with bookg. 
Mr. LETCHER. We furnish them only with 


books published here. 
furnish a law library to every Federal judge or 
district attorney in the United States. 

The question was taken on Mr. Lane’s amend- 
ment; and it was not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill was then 
laid aside, to be reported to the House. 


MILITARY ROAD IN UTAH. 


The committee then proceeded to the consid- 
eration of a bill (H.R. No. 423) providing for 
the construction of a military road from Bridger’s 


Pass, in the Roc ky Mountains, to Great Salt Lake 


City, in the Territory of Utah. 

The bill was read. It appropriates $3,000 for 
the purpose of constructing a military road from 
Bridger’s Pass, in tht Roc ky Mountains, to Great 
Salt Lake City, in the Territory of Utah; and 
provides that the road be constructed under the 
direction of the Secretary of War, pursuant to 
contracts to be made by him. 

Mr. GROW. I move that the bill be laid aside, 
to be reported to the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
be? What is the distance ? 

Mr. GROW. Iam unable to tell the gentle- 


man. It comes from the Military Committee. | 
Mr. BERNHISEL. The distance is about | 


two hundred miles. The estimate is made by the 


Secretary of War, and the amount is to be ex- || 


pended under his direction. 


Mr. LETCHER. Three thousand dollars to 


make two hundred miles of road, when it takes 
$2,000 a mile for others! 

Mr. BERNHISEL. At thelast session of Con- 
gress an appropriation of $50,000 was made for 
the construciion of a military road from Bridger’s 
Pass throagh the Rocky Mountains. Unless 
that road be extended to Great Salt Lake City, 
the first part of the road will be entirely useless. 


I offer the amendment I have | 


You do not undertake to |} 


How long is that road to 


| 
Now, if my friends think it w rill not embarrass | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
| man from Virginia whether he objects to this be- 
cause the road is to be made cheap. 

Mr. LETCHER. No; but I 
two hundred miles of road is to be made with 
$3,000, it will be nothing more than the begin- 
ning, and they will come here for more money. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I am not very familiar with 
the case before the committee, but I will state, for 
| the information of the gentleman from Virginia, 
that this is probably one in which it is ascer- 
tained by survey or examination that there are 
but ve ry slight obstructions to the transportation 
of militar V supplies. If I recollec taright, in this 
case the Secret ary of War reports that there is 
but a partial obstruction to the transportation 
of military stores from one poiut to another. A 


; 
I ask the gentle- 


say that where 


considerable part of the line of the ; propose d road | 


| may be practicable for the conveyance of military 
stores and supplies, without further work or re- 


airs, and in such cases neither the Secretary of | 


Var nor the Military Committee would recom- 
mend anything more than the removal of obsta- 
cles. This, I suppose, is one of the cases where 
but a small expenditure is necessary. J think 
that the sum of $3,000 would be sufficient to place 
an ordinary wagon road in a condition for the 
passage of troops and the transportation of muni- 
tions of war. 


While I am up, as I was not present when the | 


other bill for the construction of a military road 
in Oregon was before the House this morning, I 
will take the opportunity of saying a single word 
in the way of personal explanation, in regard to 
my remarks on that bill when it was up for dis- 
cussion yesterday. | am reported in the Globe to 
have saad, that ‘‘ Where, in the Territories, the 
sovereignty is in the Government, it may remove 
obstructions,’’ &c. ‘This is a mistake. I lay no 
blame on the reporters. I know that from my 
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place it is difficult to be distinctly heard, espec ially 


when, as now, my voice is aflected by a severe 
cold. I rather wonder at the general accuracy 
of the reports; but this is a mistake, and I may 
as well correct it now. I have never conceded to 
the Government of the United States the posses- 
sion of sovereignty over the Territories. My 
position is very different from that. I said, yes- 
terday, that the sovere ignty over the Territories, 
until they are admitted into the Union as States, 
remains in the United States, 
jointly, not in the Government. 
l am reported to have admitted, in answer to 
an argument of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
[Mr. Jones,] that this Government has sover- 
|eignty over the Territories. I made no such 
admission. I will take a more appropriate occa- 
sion to e xpress my Opinion on the subject as to 
|} where that high power—which is denominated 
sovereignty, and which must exist in ever y Gov- 
|| ernment on earth—does rest in this c¢ omple X SySs- 
| tem of ours. I shall endeavor to show that that 
ultimate sovereignty under our system rests, notin 
the Federal Government, nor in the State govern- 
ment, but in a higher sphere; that it rests in the 
people of the States as distinct political commu- 
nities, 


| resides in the States, and there it remains, until 
under the power to admit new States, Congress, 
the common agent of the States for that purpose 


—for the States and not for the Government— | 


relinquishes this sovereignty 
the ‘l'erritories upon their 
Union. ‘These views present the theory of our 
system of Government clear and harmonious in 
its operation. 
is obscurity and confusion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Mississippi a question. | 
understood him to assert that he 
sove reignty over the Territories belongs to the 
people of the several United States? 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
|| the several States! 

Mr. CAMPBELL. In what other body ex- 
cept Congress are the people of the United States 
represented ? 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
man with a good deal of pleasure. Iam only 
surprised that a gentleman who has made our 
political system so much his study would ask 
such a question. Sovereignty may be properly 
\| defined to be that political power which controls 


to the people of 


| 


No, sir; in the people of 


With any other construction all | 


believes the | 


that is, the States 


In the case of the Territories, that sovereignty | 


admission into the | 


I will answer the gentle- | 


| exercise political power over the Territories. 
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all other political powers. This high power 
must exist in every political community. It 
arises the instant the social compact is entered 
into. Itis supreme and indivisible. It cannot 
be parceled out. It may be exercised through 
different agencies. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, (interrupting. ) 


through what channel other than 


I ask him 


the Congress 
of the United States ean the people of the United 


States, or of the several States, exercise or assert 
their sovereignty over the beg rel ? 

Mr. QUITMAN. I re no poltical 

sovereignty in the aggregate pe ople of the United 
States, nor is there in our system any constitu- 
tional channel through which they, as a mass, 
can speak. In the formation of this beautiful 
but somewhat complex system of government, 
our fathers, who established it, never intended 
that the sovereignty which existed in the States 
should be relinquished, The theory of our po- 
litical organism, when fully comprehended, is 
plain and philosophical, and in entire harmeny 
with hag continuance of sovereign power in the 
States. Itisnecessary for me to answer the inquiry 
of the honorable gentleman, [Mr. Campneni | to 
say further that the States—the States 
of this Union exercise their sovereign power by 


orn 


sovereign 


the means of two systems of government; one 
is the Federal Government, and the other the 
State governments. Neither of these govern- 


ments possesses sovereignty: both are merely the 
agents of the States within thei respective spheres 
to exercise the powers which, under the Federal 
and State constitutions, are delegated tothem,. It 
follows, therefore, as an inevitable conclusion, 
that the sovereign States of this Union, not the 
thirteen original States alone, but all the States, 
including those which have since been admitted 
upon an equal footing in all respects whatever 
with the original States, retain and possess joint 
sovereignty or ultimate dominion over the com- 
mon territory. This joint sovereignty, under our 
system, is exercised by the m, through their com- 
mon agent, the Federal Government, but only in 
the cases provided for by the Constitution, and 
subject to all the restrictions, limitations, and 
que ilifications imposed onthe Government by that 
instrument. The error into which gentlemen fall 
is, in attributing to the Federal Government ori- 
ginal vitality or intrinsic powers within Mself not 
derived from the Constitution which brought it 
into being, and constemtly restricts and limits its 
operation, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I understood the distin- 
guished gentleman from Mississippi a moment 
ago to admit that the sovereignty over the Territo- 


| ries was vested in the people of the various States 


of this Union. My question was, through what 
channel other than the Congress of the United 
States can that sovereignty be proclaimed over 
Territories? I do not propose to go into 
any argument upon the subject, knowing that it 
would not be in order pending the discussion of 
this territorial bill; but I desired also to ask him 
whether, in the history of the ae rhment from 
its origin up to the passage of the Nebraska bill, 
the right of Congress to exercise jurisdic tion over 
the Territéries has not been asserted by every 
portion of the country—from the portion of the 
country from which the gentleman comes, as well 
as that which I represent, and by every political 
party, that to which he has belonged, as well as 
that to which | have belonged? 
Mr.QUITMAN. One word more in reference 
to this subject, although [ am aware that it isnot 
strictly in order; but | am not responsible here or 
elsewhere for the course the debate has taken. 
Although Iam aware that this debate is not 
strictly in order, yet, with the pe rmissign of the 
committee, I will add a few words more in reply, 
and answer the honorable gentleman’s question 
explicitly. The highest political power of the 
courtry—sovere ig gnty —resides in the States of 
this Union, or in the people of the States, not in 
the people of the whole country as an aggregate 
mass; and there also rests the sovereign power 
over the Territories. ‘The political powers ex- 
ercised by Seen over the Territories must 
therefore > derived from the grants of power 
given in he Constitution; within the m, ard sub- 
ect to the restrictions and Kmitations imposed, 
todo ag is the channel through which the States 


But 
| | again repeat, having no soveragan powers of 


these 
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itself, Congress must act within the Constitution. 
I am not, however, disposed now to take up these 
grave questions; and in reply to the other portion | 
of the gentleman’s question, I can only say that | 
I am not aware that Congress has ever formally 
asserted the right, or assumed the exercise of sov- | 
ereignty, in the sense in which I view it, over the | 
Territories; but [ will add that, even were there | 
such a precedent, | would disregard and overrule 
it, If the true theory of our Government has | 
not always been adhered to, we should not follow | 
theerror. Lhave very little regard for precedents, | 


_'THE CONGRESSI 


there are in Utah from seventeen to forty women 


even though long acquiesced in, that the course || 


of events, and the practical application of our 
system, clearly show to have grown out of a false 
construction of it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 4The gentleman will allow 
mea moment. He has¢xpressed a desire to meet 
me in debate upon this question at seme future 
time. Well, sir, if the opportunity shall present 
itself, without interfering with the business of the 
House, | shall be very glad to indulge in discus- 
sion upon this point. For the present I will con- 
tent myself with making this assertion: that 
Congress, from the very hour of the organization 
of the Gevernment up to the passage of the Ne- | 
braska bill, asserted its right of sovereignty over 
the Territories to the extent even of excluding 
slavery from them; and this right was proclaimed 
upon this floor by the very men who participated 
in the formation of the Constitution; and though | 
I claim to be somewhat progressive, I have not 
yet progressed so far as to disregard the lights 
of fathers. High as may be my respect for the | 
opinions of the gentleman from Mississippi, I 
prefer to stand by the doctrines of those men 
rather than by his opinions of the olden time, and 
the principles of the Nebraska bill, which claim 
to be one thing in the North, another in the South, 
and nothing but national evil in the center! 

Mr. GROW. I shall have to make a point of 
order upon the gentleman. This discussion is 
evidently not in order. 

Mr. LETCHER,. Iam very much obliged to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania for stopping 
this discussion, for, at the rate it was going on, 


the Virginia character for abstractions was in a || 


fair way to be stolen from her and run away 
with. [Laughter.] 

Now, to come back to the construction of this 
road, I will read from the report of the commit- 
tee upon the subject: 


“That the committee directed an inquiry to the Depart- 
ment of War, as to the necessity and expediency of such 
a road in a military point of view; to which the Depart- 
ment replied, that the contemplated road *‘ would be useful 
for military purposes in the march of troops to California, 
and the Territories of Utah, Washington, and Oregon, and 
in any military operation which it may be necessary toun- | 
dertake in the region through which it passes. Captain | 
Stansberry and Lieutenant Beckwith explored portions of 
the proposed road, butits location bas not been established, || 
nor an estimate made of its probable cost; it is probable, || 
however, that $3,000 judiciously expended will open a prac- | 
tical wagon road.’ ”? 


{Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. PAINE. Mr. Chairman, I have byt a few | 
words to say on this matter. I am astonished, 
after the action of the committee on other biuls, 
that such strenuous objection should be made to | 
the proposition now before us. We are asked 
to appropriate 43,000 to make a road in the Ter- 
ritory of Utah. The objection heretofore made | 
cannot apply in this case. I have heard gentle- 
men say, and urge with some degree of reason, 
that, inasmuch as appropriations had been made 
to the various Territories, of land and other 
things, they should make their own roads. I[ 
listened with a ereat deal of interest and satisfac- 
tion to the debate between the honorable gentle- 
man from Mississippi and the honorable gentle- 
man from Ohio. Although I did not hear a word 
of what was said, [laughter,] I judged from their || 
eyes and countenances the sides they took. I | 
am satisfied that the gentleman from Mississippi 
took the side of Utah—that is, for the construc- | 
tion of the road. He does not deny that the | 
General Government has power to make military | 
roads. Neitherdol. But I was going on to state, 
that, if gentlemen would vote for any road, it 
should be this. I am surprised that there is any | 
objection to it. The circumstances under which 
itis situated has silenced the tongue of the gen- | 
Hieman from Tennessee. I ascribe his silence to | 
his high-toned chivalry; for are we not told—we || 


| them for what they have done. 


to one man. [Laughter.] Are these women to be || 


turned out to make the road? [Renewed laugh- 
ter.] I insist, then, if there be an appropriation 
by Congress for the construction of any road, that 
it be for this. I trust there will be no objection 
on the part of any gentleman—I mean on the 
part of those who have no constitutiqnal scruples 
against these appropriations. 

Mr. MeMULLIN. 
talk enough to-day, and I move 

Mr. GROW. Not yet. 
will not move that the committee rise. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 


at present. 





On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill was laid | 


aside, to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


NEBRASKA CODE. 
The committee next proceeded to the consider- 


ation of a joint resolution (No. 20) authorizing || 


the accounting officers of the Treasury to adjust 


the expenses of a board of commissioners, ap- | 


pointed under joint resolutions of the Territorial 
Assembly of Nebraska, to prepare a code of laws 
for the government of said Territory. 

The bill was read in extenso. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not under- 


ONAL GLOBE. 


We have had work and 
I beg the gentleman | 


I will not press the motion | 





| The committee is in possession of all the facts 
there are in the case. 

| 

| 





| Mr. McMULLIN. The road, then, is not 
| recommended on military grounds. I move that 
| the committee rise. 

Mr. GROW. I appeal to the gentleman from 
| Virginia to allow this bill to be reported to the 
| House with a recommendation that it do not 

pass. Let us get it out of the committee, ang 
| then we can have a vote on it in the House, 


| 
} Mr. LETCHER. I move that the bill be laid 
i] 
} 
| 
| 


aside, to be reported to the House with a recom. 
mendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I must decline to withdray 
the motion that the committee rise. I think there 
has been much time occupied this morning jy 
unnecessary discussion, and I prefer that the 
committee should rise. It is now half past three 
o’glock. 

The question was taken on Mr. McMotuy’s 
motion; and the committee refused to rise. 

The question was taken on Mr. Lercuer’s 
motion; and it was agreed to. 


MILITARY ROADS IN WASHINGTON TERRI- 
TORY. 


| 

|| . 

} The committee then proceeded to consider 
| 


stand that bill; will the gentleman from Pennsylva- | 


nia explain? Does it provide an appropriation 


to pay for the codifications of laws for Nebraska? | 


If it provides for making a code by commission- 
ers [ am opposed to it. 

Mr. GROW. The code has been already made. 
The Legislature of Nebraska named certain gen- 
tlemen as commissioners to codify laws for 
Nebraska. They did so; and their work, on 


presentation to the Legislative Assembly, was | 


approved and adopted. ‘This proposition is to pay 
The same thing 


| has been done in the case of New Mexico. 


Mr. JONES. This legislation gives no vitality 
to the code. ; 
Mr.GROW. Itdoesnot. It merely provides 


compensation for these commissioners. 


| code has been adopted by the Legislative Assem- 


—- 


lative Assembly. 


bly. 

Mr. SMITH. ‘This Legislative Assembly ap- 
»ointed men to prepare a code of laws for the 
lerritory. When it was prepared they adopted 
it. Was not the Legislative Assembly organized 
for the purpose of making laws; and, I ask, what 
right had they to delegate their power? 

Mr. McMULLIN. What is the amount pro- 
posed to be appropriated ? 

Mr. GROW. 
allowed three or four dollars each the day. 

Mr. LETCHER. Read the law of the Legis- 


Mr. GROW. It is as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives | 


of the Territory of Nebraska, That O. D. Richardson and 


ers, Whose duty it shall be to cooperate with A. J. Popple- 
ton and J. D. N. Thompson, two other commissioners on the 


| part of the House, to prepare a code of laws for the gov- 


ernment of this Territory, and report the same to the Le- 
gislature at its next session. 

The service has been rendered, and the pend- 
ing resolution merely authorizes the payment of 
those commissioners. 

Mr. SMiTH. What is 
paid?—it must be some amount. 


They may 
ask fifty dollars a day. 


On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill was laid | 


aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 


| mendation that it do pass. 


ROADS IN NEBRASKA. 
The committee then proceeded to the consid- 


| eration of a bill (H. R. No. 420) making appro- 
priations for the construction of territorial roads | 


in the Territory of Nebraska. 

Mr. LETCHER. From which committee does 
that bill come ? : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee on Ter- 
ritories. 

Mr. LETCHER. Is there any recommenda- 
tion from the Department? 

Mr. GROW. There is no recommendation 
accompanying the report. The memorial of the 
Legislative Assembly was referred to one of the 
members of the committee, [Mr. Perry.] He 
had the matter under consideration, and the bill 


do not know wh ther it is fabulous or not—that || was reported on that memorial of the Assembly. 


The commissioners are to be | 


| Joseph L. Sharp be, and they are, appointed commission- | 


the amount to be | 


The || 


House bill (No. 424) to complete the construction 
of the military road across the Cascade Mount- 
ains, in the Territory of Washington. 

The bill appropriates $10,000 for the purpose 
of completing the military road from Fort Steila- 
coom, across the Cascade Mountains, to Fort 
Walla-Walla, in the Territory of Washington, 
to be constructed under the direction of the Sec- 
retary of War, pursuant to contracts to be made 
by him, and that the Secretary ascertain and pay 
the amount actually expended by citizens of the 

| Territory of Washington in 1853, on as much of 
the road from Fort Steilacoom to the mountains 
as was made by them, and adopt it as part of the 
road, provided that the sum does not exceed 
thousand dollars. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I move to fill the blank 
with the word ** eight.’” 

The amendment was agrecd to. 

The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass; 
and ° 

The committee proceeded to consider House 
bill (No. 179) for the construction of a military 
road in the Territory of Washington. 

qt he bill appropriates $45,000, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of War, 
pursuant to contracts to be made by him, in the 
construction of a military road from some eligible 
point at or near the mouth of the Columbia river 
to Fort Steilacoom, in the Territory of Wash- 
ington. 

Mr. GROW. I move that the bill be laid aside, 
to be reported to the House with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass. 
| Mr. LETCHER. I ask for the reading of the 
report. 

‘he report was read, and is as follows: 
The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom were 

referred the memorial of the Legislature of Washington 
Territory, praying the construction of a military road from 
Bruceport to the Cowlitz Landing, and House bill (No. 179) 
for the construction of a military road in the Territory of 
Washington, respectfully report: 

That the bill embraces within its objects the road prayed 
for in the memorial of the Legislature; so the comunittee 
consider them both together. 

The committee directed an inquiry to the War Depart- 
ment as to the necessity and usefulness of such a road in 
a military point of view, to which the Secretary of War 
replied : 

‘* A road branching from the military road between Fort 
Steilacoom and Fort Vancouver, and extending to the 
mouth of the Columbia river, by passing through the settle- 
ments in the Willipah river and Shoalwater bay, would be 
useful for military purposes, as it would substitute a direct 
| and comparatively short road for a very circuitous route by 
land and water, which is now the only means of communi- 
cation between the settlements on Willipah river, Shoal- 
water bay, the Columbna river, and those on Puget’s sound. 
The Department is not in possession of exact information 
respecting the route which such a road should follow, but, 
from what is known of the country, considers it probable 
that a sum of from $40,000 to 250,000 would be sufficient to 
open a practicable communication along the line indicated 
from Fort Steilacoom to the mouth of the Columbia.” _ 

The committee, therefore, report back House bill No. 


| 179 without amendment, and recommend its passage to the 
House. 





| Mr. MeMULLIN. = I would inguive what 





| amount has been expended heretofore under 


| former bills? 


Mr. ANDERSON. I will state to the gentle- 
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man that the bill now under consideration has |! tain peace with the Indian tribes; and in the 


nothing to do with any that has been heretofore 
assed. 

Pr. McMULLIN. Well, how much has been 
expended on that Cascade Mountain road ? 

Mr. ANDERSON. Upon the Cascade road, 
for which the blank was filled with $8,000 just 
now, $25,000 has been heretofore expended, with 
a recommendation by the officer under whose 
charge the road was constructed, that $10,000 
more be appropriated to complete the road, and 
that a sum be also appropriated for the purpose 
of paying the citizens for work done by them to 
the amount of about $8,000. 

Mr. MecMULLIN. Lam not disposed to be at 
all illiberal in my legislation for the Territories, 
but it does seem to me that there ought to be a 
stopping place somewhere. 

Mr. GROW. This is the last road. 

\Mir. McMULLIN. There have been several 
others that ought to have been the last. It occurs 
to me that our legislation for the Territories has 
become entirely too loose. It strikes me that 
ventlemen are doing gross injustice to themselves, 
and particularly to their constituents, All thata 
centleman has to do is to present a claim for a 
road, or any work, to get it passed, save and ex- 
cept the Delegate from Kansas. 


Mr. GROW made a remark, which was en- 


tirely inaudible to the reporters. 

Mr. McMULLIN. he gentleman refused 
to vote for the penitentiary for Kansas. 

Mr. LETCHER. Will my colleague let me 
interrupt him for a moment? Does not the chair- 
man of the Committee on Territories know the 
fact that, by his own action in part, the Delegate 
from Kansas was sent from this House to the 
Territory, and was thereby prevented from bring- 
ing his proposition before the committee? 

Mr. GROW. Memorials from the Territorial 
Legislatures were sentto this House, and referred 
to our committee; but no such application was 
made by the Legislature of Kansas, or by any 
person in Kansas, to our committee. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I[ask my friend from Penn- 
sylvania whether, if that recommendation had 
come from the committee, he would have voted 
for an appropriation to build a penitentiary in 
Kansas? 

Mr. GROW. Certainly I should. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Well, I will try to get the 
committee to make a report; and now I leave the 
committee to determine whetherit will give what- 
ever is asked for to all the Territories except 
Kansas? 

On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


THE 





EXPENSES IN UTAH, IN SUPPRESSING IN- | 


DIAN HOSTILITIES. 


The committee then proceeded to the consider- 
ation of a bill (H. R. No. 426) to reimburse the 
Territory of Utah for certain expenses incurred 
by the Territory in the suppression of Indian 
hostilities in the year 1853. 

The bill was read. The first section authorizes 
and directs the Secretary of War to adjust and 
settle with the proper authorities of the Territory 
of Utah the accounts and claims of said Territory 
for necessary or proper expenditures incurred 
and paid by said Territory in the suppression of 
Indian hostilities therein, in the year 1853. The 
second section ena@s that, the amount so ascer- 
tained and settled by the Secretary of War, not 
exceeding $76,017 40, shall be paid to the proper 
authorities of said Territory, out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Jn reference to this bill, I 
wovfld state to the committee, as it is proper that 
some explanation should be made, that in 1853 
there were no United States troops within the 
Territor 
of that Territory. Some Indian hostilities broke 
out, which seemed to require the Governor of 
Utah to call out the militia force, in the absence 
of the United States troops, to suppress Indian 
hostilities. It has been my duty, as one of the 
committee, to examine very carefully the orders 
given by Governor Young, and also into the ex- 
pehses incurred; and, in my judgment, the orders 
given to the volunteer troops called out by him 
were very proper. : 

The Governor seemed very anxious to main- 


; 


absence of the United States troops, the employ- 
ment of militia avas absolutely necessary to drive 
out the Indians. The accounts have all beea 
paid by the territorial government, and it seems 
to me to be right and proper that the amount 
should be refunded. ‘The only question left 
somewhat in doubt by the evidence is, whether 
some portion of these tfoops might not have been 
called out for some other purpose than the sup- 
pression of Indian hostilities. In order to pro- 
tect the Government of the United States from 
lending its aid to the Territory of Utah for any 
other purpose than the legitimate purpose of 
defense against the hostilities of Indian tribes, 
the committee will perceive that the bill is very 
carefully worded—providing that the Secretary 
of War and the other accounting officers shall 
examine into the necessity and propriety of 
calling out these troops, and into the expendi- 
tures; instead of the House assuming the respons- 
ibility. The amount is not large. I will add, 
in justice to the territorial authorities, that the 
accountsare presented in full; are very intelligible, 
and appear to be based upon very reasonable 


expenditures. 


Mr. BERNHISEL. I would say, in reply to 
the gentleman from Mississippi, that the troops 
were employed for no other purpose than for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities. The policy of 
the people and government of that Territory 
towards the Indians has been pacific and concil- 
latory. In 1853 the Indians committed depreda- 
tions, and the militia were ordered out in the ab- 
sence of the United States troops, and were kept 
in service for some considerable length of time. 
They acted entirely on the defensive, and suc- 
ceeded in their efforts to conciliate the Indians 
and to restore peace. 

On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill was laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


REGISTER OF LAND OFFICE, OREGON CITY. 


The committee then proceeded to thellfBn sid- 
eration of a bill (H. R. No. 427) for the relief of 
the register of the land office at Oregon City, 
Oregon, and for other purposes. 

The first section enacts that, upon the rendi- | 
tion by the register of the land office at Oregon 
City, to the Secretary of the Interior, of an ac- 

| count, duly verified, exhibiting an actual pay- 
ment or payments by the register of the land of- 
fice at Oregon City, Oregon, for clerk hire in his 


office, supported by vouchers verified under oath, | 
| with evidence showing Et that the ser- 


vice paid for and performed was indispensable to 

| the proper transaction of the public business in 
the land office aforesaid, it shall and may be law- 
ful for the Secretary of the Interior to order the 
adjustment of said accounts, if not exceeding 
$3,000, which sum is appropriated as a fund out 
of whieh such actual payments, when ascertained 
as aforesaid, may be made. 

The second section appropriates for similar 
services in the land offices in Oregon, should such 
hereafter be found necessary, the sum of $6,000, 
to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior at such points in said Terri- 
tory as the public interests may require; pro- 
vided, that such clerks as it may be found neces- 
sary to employ shall only be paid by the day, 
and for such time as their services are actually 
required, 

| Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that the bill be 
| laid aside, and reported to the House. 

| Mr.STANTON. I move that it be laid aside, 
| to be reported with a recommendation that it be 
| referred to the Committee of Claims. It is a 


|| private claim, and has no business here. 


of Utah, nor within five hundred miles | 


Mr. LANE. No, sir; it is not a private claim. 
| There is a letter from the Commissioner of the 
| Land Office in reference to the matter. 
| Mr. WALBRIDGE. 
| that letter. It is one from the Commissioner of 
| the Land Office, stating that these services had 
| been rendered; that the clerks have been em- 
| ployed by the land office in Oregon, and the cir- 
| cumstances under which it was necessary and 

proper that they should be employed; and stating 
| further, sir, that a like number of clerks will be 


|| required, and thatthat appropriation is necessary. 


| 


\| is, that the bill should not be here at all. 


he objection that I make 


| Mr. STANTON. 
We 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I ask for the reading of | 





aor 


are engaged in territorial business, and this is a 
private bill for the payment of indivduals for 
services heretofore rendered, and not provided 
for by existing law. I propose to move to strike 
out the section providing for the payment of past 
services. 

The question was taken on Mr. Stanton’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 

Mr. GROW moved that the bill be laid aside, 
to be reported to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 


EXPENSES OF INDIAN WARS IN OREGON 
AND WASHINGTON. 

The committee next proceeded to the consid- 
eration of House bill (No. 1) to authorize the 
Secretary of War to settle and pay the expenses 
of the war with the Indians in the Territories of 
Oregon and Washington, in the years 1855 and 

| 1856, and for other purposes. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I move that the com- 
mittee rise; I want to look into that bill. 

| ‘The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Lerrer reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 

| had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly House bills 
Nos. 428, 416, 419, 423, 424, 426, and 427, and 
joint resolution No. 20; and had directed him to 
report the same to the House, without amend- 
ment, with a recommendation that they do pass; 

That they had also had under consideration 
House bill (No. 420) making appropriations for 

| the construction of territorial roads in the Terri- 
tory of Nebraska, and had instructed him to re- 
port the same to the House, with a recommend- 
ation that it do not pass; 

| And that the committee had also had under 
consideration the bill of the House (No. 1) to 

| authorize the Secretary of War to settle and pay 
the expenses of the war with the Indians in the 
Territories of Oregon and Washington, in the 

| years 1855 and 1856, and for other purposes, and 

had come to no resolution thereon. 

And then, on motion of Mr. LETCHER, (at 

ten minutes to four o’clock,) the House adjourned 
until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, June 27, 1856. 


Prayer by Rev. Daniet Waxpo, Chaplain tothe 
| House of Representatives. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, theig Clerk, announced that the 
| Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills 
| and resolution; which thereupon received the 
signature of the President pro tempore: 
| An act granting to certain citizens of the State 
| of Missouri the right to enter certain lands in the 
Plattsburg district, in that State; 
An act authorizing the settlement of the ac- 
| counts of Charles P. Babcock, late Indian agent 
at Detroit, in the State of Michigan; 
An act to change the times of holding the United 
States courts in ‘Tennessee; 
An act to authorize the issue of a register to the 
bark Tropic Bird; and 
| <A resolutién authorizing the Secretary of the 
Interior to settle the accounts of Oliver M. Wo- 
zencraft. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented a petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from Holly Point to Monticello, in 
| that State; which was referred to the Committee 

on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
Also, a petition of citizens of Eagle Town, in 
the Choctaw nation, praying for the establish- 
ment of a mail route from the Hot Springs, in 
| Arkansas, to Paris,in Texas; which was referred 
| to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads. 
| Mr. FISH presented the petition of the heirs 
of Uri Emmons, praying for an extension of the 
| patent issued to him for improvements in planing 
| machines; which was referred to the Committee 
| on Patents and the Patent Office. 
| Mr.PEARCE presented the memorial of Lewis 
| J. Williams, a passed assistant surgeon in the 


~ate 


Pegrn 


PETE OEE ee 





eI rere e ne 


wer 


« 
° 


- 





~2oe 


oe a RR RR Ie 


Tre 


1498 


Navy, praying to be allowed the pay of a sur- | 


veon for the ume he performed the duties of that 
vrade: which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Af urs 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of James 

Reid, praying to be allowed bounty land for ser- 
vices rendered by him as a bearer of dispatches 
durine the late war with Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a petition of 
zens of Alabama, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from Marion, Perry county, to 
Randolph, Bibb county, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. HALE. Lhave received, and been requested 
to present, a petition of certain ship-builders, 
merchants, and ship-owners, of the city of Ports- 
mouth, State of New Hampshire, praying that 
the suggestions of the Secretary of the Treasury 
in his last annual report in regard to the admis- 
sion of raw matérials free of duty may be passed 
mto law. This petition is not addressed to the 
Senate, but to my colleague and myself as Sen- 
ators. On consultation, however, with older 
members, I find that the proper course 1s to pre- 
sent it to the Senate. I move to refer it to the 
Committee on Finance. 


CiuLize 


The motion was agreed to. 
VITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That Samuel Knapp have leave to withdraw 


I 
his ion and papers 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Ordered, Uiiat the petition of Joseph Chaires, executor 


Chaires, and Gad Humphreys, and Pedro Mi 
rando, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


of Benjamin 


Senate a report of the Court of Claims, made in 
pursuance of law, of the opinions of that court on 
the claims of Cassius M. Clayand Susan Decatur, 
and the decisions of the court in favor of the claims 


of George A. Magruder and Moses Noble, ac- 
companied by bills for the relief of Joseph White, 
Thomas H. Baird, George A. Mazruder,and Mo- 
ses Noble, respectively; which were referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be 
print d, 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. MASON. [rise to make a motion which 
is a matter of course, that when the Senate ad- 
jeurns to-day, it be to meet on Monday. 

Mr. ADAMS. I must oppose that motion. I 
do not see how it can be agreed to, unless we are 
convinced that we have nothing to do, and that 
there is no business requiring the action of Con- 
gress. If we have businesg, it is expected of the 
public servants that they will attend toi. It is 
known to the country that we have a mass of 
business before us, which will require our undi- 
vided and constant attention to transact. Why 
we should adjourn over from Friday to Monday 
When there is so much business pressing on us, 
is @ matter which Ll acknowledge | cannot under- 
stand. | must oppose the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to move that the 

Senate now proceed to the consideration of ex- 
L will barely stateghat I moved 
executive session the other day for the pur- 
se of taking up some, business, but I was not 
eto lay my hands on the paper which I desired 
hat time. Unless an executive session is held 
to-day great injustice will be done to several 
young gentlemen who have recently been ap- 
pointed second lieutenants in the Army. It is 
well known that the present graduating class at 
West Point will take their cemmissions from the 
Ist of July, and I wish to have action on them 
to-day. 

The motion was agreed to. The Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
re Ope int d. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TOOMBS, from the Committee an the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
93) to increase the salaries of the judges of the 
cireuit and criminal courts of the District of Co- 
lumbia, reported it with amendments, 


‘ LLive business, 
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Mr. EVANS. Two days ago the petition of 
’ Nancy Fisher, one of the heirs and children of 
John and Sarah Chisom, praying to be allowed 


| a pension due their deceased mother, was referred | 


to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. It 
does not, however, appropriately belong to that 
committee. I am instructed to move that they 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
that it be referred to the Gommittee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS. 
structed to move that the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims be discharged from the considera- 
tion of the petition of Elizabeth Moast, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

LAND DISTRICTS IN MINNESOTA. 

Mr. STUART. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. 185) to explain the act, ap- 
proved the 12th of April, 1854, entitled ** An act 


to establish additional land districts in the Ter- | 


ritory of Minnesota,’’ to report the same back 


without amendment, and recommend its passage. | 


Inasmuch as it is a business matter relating to 


, Minnesota Territory, I presume there will be no 


objection to its being acted on now. 

y ‘ : ° ‘ ° 

[he Senate proceeded, as in-Committee of the 
Whole, to the consideration of the bill. It pro- 


vides that the words, *‘ west of the Mississippi | 
river,” enployed in the description in the first | 


section of the act of April 12, 1854, shall be so 
construed as to embrace all the islands lying west 
of the middle of the main channel of that river, 
in the new districts created west of .the Missis- 
sippi by that act. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. STUART. 
instructed me to report back the bill (H. R. No. 
67) to establish two additional land districts in 
the Territory of Minnesota, and to recommend 

A This bill simply defines the bound- 
aries Of the districts, and [ suppose it will not be 
necessary to read it at length, unless some gen- 
tleman desires it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ator wish the bill considered now ? 

Mr. STUART. Yes, sir. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
bill. Its reading at length was dispensed with. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


SURVEY OF KANSAS BOUNDARY. 


Ils ps 


Mr. STUART. The same committee have had | 


under consideration the bill (H. R. No. 197) to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
cause the southern boundary of Kansas Terri- 
tory to be surveyed and marked, and have directed 
me to report it back without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. It provides for nothing 
else than is expressed in its title, and I ask for its 
consideration now. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, | 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 


bill. 

Noamendment being proposed, it was reported 
to the Senate without amendment, ordered toa 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
DESERTERS FROM UNITED STATES SERVICE. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, the bill (S. No. 


178) respecting the harboring of deserters from 


| the military service, and to protect the public 


interest in regard to the enlistment and discharge 
of minors, was read the second time, and con- 


sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


refuse to deliver him up to the orders of his com- | 


It provides that any person who shall procure 
or entice a soldier to desert from the service of 
the United States, or who shall knowingly harbor 
or conceal any soldier who may have deserted, or 


manding officer, or who shall purchase from any 
soldier his arms, uniform clothing, or any part 
thereof, shall, upon legal conviction, be fined in 


a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars, and | 


be imprisoned fora term not exceeding one year. 


It further provides that where a recruiting offi- | 


cer may have reason to believe that any person 
offering to enlist in the service is not of lawfulage, 


For the same reason I am in- 


The same committee have | 


Does the Sen- | 


June 27 


; ’ 








or to doubt the representation of any minor pre- 


| senting himself for enlistment that he has neither 
parent nor guardian, it shall be his duty to require 
the recruit, at the time of enlisting, to swear that 
he is either of full age, or, being a minor, that he 
has neither parent nor guardian, which oath is to 
be taken before the magistrate who administers 
the oath of allegiance prescribed by the tenth 
article of war. The fifth section of the act of 
September 28, 1850, respecting the discharge of 
minors by the Secretary of War, on proof of 
minority, is to be inoperative in the case of every 
minor who, by false swearing at the time of enlisi- 
ment, may impose himself on the public service, 
| but the Secretary of War is to have the discre- 
|, tionary power of granting discharges in such 


cases. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
'amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for q 
third reading; it was read a third time and passed, 


ARMS FOR CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. WELLER. [ask the Senate to take up 
the bill (S. No. 271) authorizing the issue of an 
additional number of stand of arms for the use of 
the State of California. I will say, in regard tothe 
bill, that the Legislature of that State at its pres- 
| ent session, has passed two sets of resolutions on 
the subject—the first instructing me to procure 
fifty thousand, and the second, thirty thousand 
stand of arms. The Committee on Military 
Affairs have concluded to give them eight thou- 
sand, which I think will be a number amply suf- 
ficient to furnish arms for all the organized com- 
panies in that State. Task that the bill may now 
be taken up. ; 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope not. I hope we shall 
not take up this mornmg, matters which will 
probably be contested. This connects itself with 
|| the whole question of the bill which the Senator 
has presented, for the distribution of arms. 

Mr. WELLER. What bill? 

Mr. HUNTER. The bill in regard to the 
preparation and distribution of ordnance and 
arms. 

Mr. WELLER. I do not know that this has 
any connection with that. We simply propose 
| to give California eight thousand stand of arms 

in addition to those she has received under the 

regular act of Congress. Under that act, I be- 
| lieve, the number assigned altogether has been 
only between two thousand and three thousand. 
lt is deemed necessary by the Military Commit- 
tee that California should have at least eight 
thousand more, because of her exposed condition, 
and her being constantly engaged in hostilities 
with the Indians. The Federal Government 
will take care, of course, if they have notsufficient 
arms, to arm California in the event of a war 
with a foreign power. There are, I will say to 
the Senate, only about twenty thousand stand of 
|| arms on the whole Pacific coast. Surely that 
number is notenough. I believe the War De- 
partment intends to take the necessary steps to 
increase that number. We propose in this bill to 
crant to the State of California, for the use of her 
organized companies, a sufficient number to ena- 
ble them to drill. d 
The committee, instead of giving what the Le- 
|| gislature have asked for, (thirty thousand or fifty 

thousand,) provide simply for eight thousand. I 

think the Senator from Virgisia cannot object to 

that. If I had asked for fifty thousand, I should 
| have anticipated his objection. But when so 
| modest a request as this was Made from so modest 
'a State, I did not suppose my friend from Vir- 
ginia could find it in his heart to interpose any 
objection. 

Mr. HUNTER. I do not know that it will 
make any difference what I think about it, but 
in my judgment it would not be well to take up a 
matter of this kind this morning. We shall prob- 
ably adjourn before long. 

Mr. WELLER. My chief reason was, that! 
have charge of a much larger number of bills than 
I shall be able to have disposed of during this 
| session, and I wished to take this bill up now, as 

no one seemed disposed to proceed to other bus!- 
ness. I hope it will be taken upand voted upon. 
Mr. ADAMS. I do not expect to vote for the 


bill, but still I think it is right that it should be 
disposed of; and, as objection has been made to 
|| the consideration of the bill, I ask for the yeas 
|| and nays on the motion. 
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The yeas and nays were 
resulted as follows: 

yfAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, 

. Bright, trodhead, C Clay, Crittenden, Dodge, 

t . Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Hale, Iver- 

‘J ynnson, Jones of Tennessee, Reid, Seward, Stuart, 

: . Toucey, and Weller—26. 

*N AY: S—Messrs. Hunter, Mason, Pearce, Thompson of 

uecky, and Wade—5. 


[The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

a quorum voting. 

' Mr. SLIDELL. I desire to vote nay. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It requires 

nanimous consent to receive the vote after the 

enit has been announced. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move a reconsideration, as 

is now a quorum. 

The motion to reconsider was 
ADAMS. 

and nays. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to; 
and it was read the second time, and considered 
sin Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I feel certain that 
the Senator from Virginia will have no objection 
to this bill if he will think about it fora moment. 
The proposition isasimple one. Under the laws 

f Congress, every year arms are distributed to 
all the States of the Union according to the ratio 
ft their militia strength. California has been in 

e Union but a few years, and her effective mil- 
itary population has increased with an astonish- 

rapidity—much more so than any State in the 
Cai Di. She therefore has a much larger propor- 
tion of men to her arms than any other State in 
the Union. She has more than one hundred thou- 
sand men, and but a very small proportion of 
This results from the fact that she has 
een drawing her proportion only for five or six 
ars past. We propose to obyiate that difficulty 
by i inc reasing her proportion to the amount of 
echt thousand stand of arms, so as to bring her 
up to something like an equality with the other 
States. We wish her to havea reasonable amount 
If this bill be passed she will have 
h fewer arms than older States of the Union, 
ac cecilia r to her real military strength. 

I am sure nobody can obje ct to this proposition 
when he looks at itasitis. If there is any other 

tate in the U pion, that has not a proper propor- 

in of arms to her men, [ will vote to give it to 

r to-morrow. If we want to defend the coun- 
ry, let us give the people the means to defend it. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. This matterwas before 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and, 
member of the committee, | understood that the 
nain object was to deposita sufficient number of 
arms in the State of California to be used to 
defend that State in case of invasion. Senators 
must remember that California is very remote 
fom the seat of Government. I think it 1s 
othing but right and proper to that State, as 
well as a just pre cautionary measure of defense 
and protection, to have an extra number of arms 
there, over and above what is necessary in other 
States, because of the distance of that State from 
the seat of Government. This is the consideér- 
tion which prompted the committee to report 
me bill. 

Mr. HUNTER. I withdraw my objection. 
[believe there is reason for a spec ‘ial grant to 
California. The explanation is satisfactory. 

Ir. CRITTEN DEN . The obj yyect W hich the 
gentle amen have in view is one certainly to which 

) objection can be made. That the distant peo- 
ple of California should be prepared with arms 
) ae fend themselves in case of any national 

ergency of war, is a purpose in which I think 
we . all agree; but whether this is the mode of 
accomplishing it is the question. It is, in the 
first place, creating an inequality between the dif- 
ferent States of the Union as to the arms fur- 
ushed them, and to a very considerable extent. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. My friend will 

illow me to make asuggestion. He is laboring 
under a great misapprehe nsion, or else the 
records are all wrong. California, when she ob- 
tains the additional eight thousand arms, will not 

lave anything like an ‘equal proportion with Ken- 
icky or Tennessee. Ke ntucky a and Tennessee 
ha ive been drawing arms for thirty years; Califor- 
nia for only four or five years, and she has in- 
creased in her population much more rapidly than 
Kentu cky or Tennessee. We have been receiving 
our quota of arms every year for a long period; | 


ordered; coil being 


ass, 





K 


There is not 


acreed to. 
{ withdraw the call for the yeas 





arms. 


I arms 





as a 


| Calfornia he us only been drawing’ them for a few 


years; and if she gets the additior 
sand she will not have anything 
Kentucky has pro rate. _ ¥ 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. That consideration 
ought, perhaps, to weigh something; but that 
California has not sheniten as much as Kentucky 
is quite the natural result of the fact that she has 
not existed one fourth fifth the leneth 
of time in this Government that the State of Ken 
tucky has. The State of Kentucky has been pay- 


al eight thou- 


like the number 


or one 


ine taxes, during her existence as a State of the 
Union, and bearing burdens all the while. Cali- 
fornia has belonged to the Union but a short 


ti.nc; she is newly introduced. Kentucky has 
paid a national equiv alent for every arm she has 
ever received. California has obtained arms in 
P ‘oportion to every service rendered by her: so 
that we stand on a perfect equality as to the prin- 
ciple of distribution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
allow me to make another suggestion. The 
arms do not belong to California; they are not 
given to California, but they are depéefted there 
by the General Government, to be used under the 
order and direction of the General Government, 
just as they are in the depositories of the other 
States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If the bill effected that 
object only, I should have no objection to it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That isthe object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I think my friend will 
see, if it be read again, that such is not the effect 
ie bill. Ifit were, | should 
tion to it, for I think there 
deposit of arms there. 

Mr. WELLER. I will state to the Senator 
from Kentucky that the whole number of arms 
now in the State of California is equal to two 
thousand five hundred and sixty muskets. At 
the last election in that State, ninety-seven thou- 
sand votes were given. A very small number of 
that ninety-seven thousand were not capable of 
bearing arms, because we have not ordinarily as 
many old persons in that State as there gre in 
other communities. 

In 1850, 1851, and 1852, although California 
had a military organization, and w as equitably 
entitled to receive he rq uota of arms, 8S! he received 
none for either of those years. The ground on 
which they were refused was, perhaps, the neglect 
of her own officer, the adjutant general, in making 
no returns to the War Department of the militia 
of that State. 

The Senate will perceive at once that there 
must be, in that State, at least one hundred thou- 
sand f bearing arms. We are 
oshieainy involved in wars with the Indians on 
our frontier. Experience has demonstrated that 
the State can, with her own State troops, carry 
on a war against those Indians on much cheaper 
terms than the Federal Government. We only 
propose to p lace in the hands of the State of Cali- 
fornia, as trustee for the Federal Government, ¢ 
sufficient number of arms to enabie the organized 
companies of that State to go through with their 
drill. The State has asked, as I said before, for 
fifty thousand stand of arms. I was unwilling 
nivself to give that number, although at the same 
time I desired to see placed in their hands all that 
in my judgment were necessary for the military 
companies which are during the coming 

ear may be, einiied in that State. 

The Federal Government has only some twenty 
thousand stand of arms on the whole Pacific coast. 
If we were involved in a War with any foreign 
Power to-morrow, the Senate wil at once it 
would be utterly impossible to arm the people of 
California so as to repel an invasion, or to pre- 
vent a descent from being made on that coast. 
But so far as this bill is concerned, it is not to 
obviate these difficulties; it is solely to put in 
the hands of the State authorities a sufficient 
number of arms for present purposes, to be used 
by the organized companies there. i have a let- 

| ter before me from the Adjuts ant General of the 
State of California, which accompanies the joint 
resolution of the Le rislature, and was printe dd to- 
gether with those resolutions. In this letter he 
says: 

** This course would save to the General Government at 
least $100,000 per annum, now expended in keeping the 
| Indians in subjection in our territory. Our volunteers have 
|| done more successful Indian fighting during the past eigh- 

teen months in California, than all the regular troops upon 


My friend will 


£4) 


of th have no objec- 


ought to be a large 


persons capable o 


now, or 


see 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1499 


this coast, and the expense will not exceed &! ut 
we need arms Onur people are organizing military mpa 
nies (and those which will become eflective) every 
“ounty in the State; and if we can obtain the proper supply 
of munitions of war for our use, the State will b lupa 
force unequaled in our military history—one wh will 
protect the soil of this coast from any and every mv tain g 
foe who may seek to obtain a footheld upon the Paciiic.” 
Mr. CASS. For my own part. I should be 
willing to vote to deposit double and treble this 
number of guns there. Certainly there are local 


censiderations conn 
the me 
try is remote 


‘ted with California which 
to be adopted. That coun- 
If Maryland were invaded, 


r quire sure 


from us. 


the citizens of surrounding States could pour in 
within four or five hours; and we could throw in 
any amount of force, and any quantity of arms. 


California is almost at the other end of the world, 


and it would take days and months to carry to 
he rcompe ent assistance, It appears to me ,everyv 
dictate of prudence requires that the number of 


arms there should be i creased, 


not equal to the 
population—that is not 


require d; but certainly 
adequate to any emergency which may suddenly 
spring up. 


Mr. TOUCEY. Ido not look on these appro- 
priations in a pecuniary bee at all. ‘They are 
rather a de posit of arms with the States for the 


purpose of the public defense—not for any inter- 
ested purpose pecyar to the State, but as a mode 
of public defense. : 

Now, sir, the number of electors in California, 
as stated by the Senator from that State, is much 
larger 
whicl 


than the number of electors in the 
1 I have the honor to repre 
nitely more exposed; but its qui 
not compare with that which h 
by the 


public 


state 
ent: it is infi- 
ita of arms will 
n distributed 
General Government and deposited for 
in my State. I think there can be no 
appropriation mort prudent, more economical, 
more demanded by the public interests, than an 
appropriation of arms to the remote State on the 
Pacific, far from us, without 


is bee 


use 


any aid from sur- 
rounding States, liable to be assailed by a foreign 
for, and liable to many emergencies calling for 


the exercise of military power. 

W hat do we here? Toappropriate to 
that State the pittance of eight hundred stand of 
arms in addition to the two thousand which she 
already has. JT am ve ry sure, sir, that no idea of 
ine quali ty ; if it existed, would prevent this 
priation; but I think there js no inequality. 
the contrary, In my opinion, the 
which are upon the frontiers, composed of peo- 
nle who have left the old States and have left the 


propose 


$s appro= 
On 
new States 


arms behind them in which they were interested, 
have a right toa much larger appropriation in 
order to put them on a footing of equality with 
the other States. But whether it be so or not, if 
the public interests demand it in this form, cer- 
tainly we can at least contribute a little to the 
defense of that remote State., 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. If it were only neces- 
sary, sir, for a State to show what would be de- 


sirable to them to have, and what might be very 
useful to them to have, in order to establish 


an 
obligation on this Government to give it and 
to furnish it, there would be but little perhaps to 


| arcue inthis case. The ( itution has made 
it the duty of the General Government to arm the 
militia, and Congress have adopted by law a gen- 
eral system for the distribution of arms in order 


i to the interests ¢ f the constituents of 


i id 


to accomp lish that duty New States and old 


tates have reuakvad (halk ataal al d equitable pro- 
ashies under these laws. If they have not re- 
ceived them as yet, it is in their power to receive 


them, and no doubt will receiv 
the ore ntleman chooses to demand *hem ina proper 
wi y- Here is an application for an additional 
eight thousand stand of arms to be given to Cali- 
fornia, over and above her proper Federal! national 


the m, whenever 


proportion. That, [ think, is a subject for ques- 
tion, and that is the point to which I call the at- 
tention of the Senace. 

There are some duties here wh h, a cording 


to our various senses of them, we are obliged to 
perform, though they are disagreeable. I regret 
to have to oppose any measure of a character local 
any gentle- 

anxiety about it. If we 
general spirit of accommo- 


who feels an 


man here 


would yield only to a 


| dation to give all that is asked by everybody, I 
| wonder what Government on earth would be able 


to comply with such requisitions! 
ink that this Government is bound, in wis- 
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> resentatives to announce tothe Senate the death of the 
cy, oe oe Cee re an ae ee rae Hon. Tuomas H. Bayty, late a member of Congress from 
a & quantity of arms to m =) ?. d, ':, || the State of Virginia, and to report to the Senate the pro- | 
eee the bill had for its purpose to make this deposit ceedings of the House thereon. 
\ here, to be preserved for the exigency, || 
3 of arms there, to be preserved for the exigency, | —— = 
}, te I should be content. I desire the bill to be read, | Mr. MASON. I move that the Senate proceed 
it i before | proceed further to consider the message from the House. | 
ta g wefore ) - | rn # 1.2 i aii ‘ : 
i ay The Secretary read the bill, as follows: | The motion was agreed to by unanimous con- 

4a . 

ae y? . 1 sent. 
a He it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives ip ’ . : 
i iy of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, lhe re solutions adopt d by the House of Rep- 
4 in addition to the number of arms to which the State of | resentatives were read. 

, = ih California is entitied in the annual distribution, as author Mr. MASON I rise, Mr. President, to ask 
oe) zed by existing laws, there shall be, immediately upon the 0 at ea ote reas a ok ees 
EY pa eas of this act, issued to that State, eight geesin’ the usual respectful official notice by the Senate 
Hs i stand of arms, for the use of the State. of the loss sustained by our common country, in 

af ory 7 > " 
: it bie atal legis ; » des MAt wR " vinta coi. 
Hh, Mr. CRITTENDEN, My friend from Ten- || the death of Tuomas Elewny Barr, my late col- 
; sath RIO TP. oe Se eague, jus nnounced to us fro 1e House o 
i ; chant a Sonesta techs i eateames Representatives—a token of respect that I know 
vy tin : of the bill ni : carries With it the sincere regret and unfeigned 
sian oT s i sympathy of all in this body to whom he was 
Mr. JONES, of caer: rh prone iret known personally or officially, because to all 
. happy re pela legs i 7 ae aad . could, but ¢ | such, whether agreeing with, or dissenting from, 
- 1 ure “f e rnc¢ g » > > : poe . 
on: ie = Seas Pras as a "ae tae i the political east of opinions which actuated his 
5 the committe a i as 2 ane ace, : : t he i Y || public life, he was known, and recognized, and 
objection of Tan ‘ CHetos os tae Ky be that valued, as a gentleman, a statesman, and a pa- 
tis ( 3 “Ee r eX . e . se . . . . . 
; l s not sufficiently f X prise it, t him es w triot. Apparently of robust formand constitution, 
3 ceed ri fe ae ve aa a hith it || it would seem that the seeds of dissolution were 
; e tae eee aaah , 66 ee 
ti oe ahaa | oe = ais a ; a 4 ia eee canes slowly germinating where, to inp SaneeaeOne 
} 0 Lost \¢ oy a ai Ph ( . ; nen y ala eye, there appeared only the promise of ft fe pro- 
' stitute a part of the same thing; iey are not the petite » of ton aaal ens 
rope vie of the State; but » are distributing — d to ree te usual — 
, sis we th. ; 5 General BayLy was born on the eastern shore 
eight t san e arms u r » syste > a rag - 
b , Te . d te h ee os re - * veh ‘d of Virginia, in the county of Accomac, on the 
alre acy ad pted. . the Senator 1s not sa ve lith day of December, in the year 1810, and he 
. ut © lane re , av ° se rOvVIS { ¢ . ~ . - 
hi nth , i. au > ’ th ml ty Hiiscrib Saas "¢ at departed this life at his home, in the county of 
iis shall be ar » law distribt ° arms . ; ns “d 
’ oe under Me aw eistriyaning arms tor || his birth, on the 22d of the present month, at 
citer) } > ~ . . 
7 Tike ei ‘ the age of forty-five years and six months. At 
; \ WELLE To satisfy the Senator fro > , : ta po 
i. K a : , 1 cease to ‘aie nt eee the close of the last Congress he left this city, for 
ven c y i ur 5 se ser- . . - . 2 . 
a *: ¢ th Ae “d “dep 099. ce 2 1 of « the first time, in enfeebled health, after a service 
ad the word “ deposited,“ instead of “'18- || of eleven years. He was reélected to the present 
Bue ‘ . ‘ > 
. ; Congress, and, though emaciated and feeble 
opine “Ar PTL iat ade g : ; g a . 
¢, “> ; ~ iy er er ee ee aay took his seat at the commencement of its session. || 
1 "Mi < WEI LER oe Beil liffer It became soon apparent, however, that his will 
tf Mir CRITTE NDEN ciek re aie Tr. __ || to discharge the public trust committed to him 
bs ‘I SN. Are rope . bo eas 
eo ¢ he G iG Po, Seen, eee eee i was greater than declining health would justify, 
ie! oe ae le os he = Saat mes ih _ 1 a and, at the earnest instance of his family, he con- 
4 ee ee re oe. = 7? 1 a sme abandon his seat, (as he thought, fora 
Mr. WELLER, Not with State authorities. | time Whly,) and, accompanied by them, sought 
es is a tans OF eh aac Peat © to recruit his health in the milder climate of the 
them in the hands of State authorities. _ hat is || Islandof Cuba. But from there he returned only 
‘ the point between us. You propose to give eight 


to die—in his native land—at his own ancestral 

thousand stand of arms under the same conditions || home, and in the midst of those who were dearer 
those received by California under the general || to him in life than all the world beside—his wife 

distribution act. ‘That is plainly the meaning of || and infant children. 

the bill; it has no other. Well, how do the States 

dispose of them, and how will California dispose 

ofthem? She will hand them out to the citizens, 


oe 


ew 


A letter addressed to me on the hhorning of his 
death, by a near connexion of his family, speaks 
| of him in the last scenes of life as ‘‘ entirely self- 


+ 


Ty and by the time any national emergency occurs || possessed, and frequently more calm than any 

i for the use of arms, not one tenth, or one twenti- || around his bed. He was fully aware of his ap- 

ap eth, or one hundredth part of them will be found || proaching end, and met it with calmness and com- 

Gi fit for use. I know it has been so everywhere || posure.”’ 

hi else; | know it has been so in my State, and it ||" Before speaking of the deceased, Mr. Presi- || 

4 has heen so, as far as my info@mation extends, in || dent, as the country knew him in maturer years, 
every State. You fre not preparing for national || as a gifted American statesman, or as we knew 

if defense; you are giving to waste and destruction | him at home, in our State circle, as a friend and 

y 4 eight thousand stand of arms. It will be very || patriot, I may be indulged with a brief review of 

yiys agreeable to every man to have a gun for various || fis life, in the few years that were allotted to him 

he! other purposes than those of war. That is the || in manhood. 

af use to which these arms are to be given. Cali- «He came tothe bar in the year 1830, agraduate || 

i fornia is to have them and to dispose of them as || in law, and in the collegiate schools, of the Uni- 

Hm she pleases. | versity of Virginia. 

i Now, let the gentlemen change their own bill. At the age of twenty-six (the first year of his 

fi They have told us how many arms have been || eligibility) he was chosen by his native county 

A distributed to the State of Cahfornia. Can they || a member of the General Assembly of Virginia. 

f° answer me whether the General Government has || Whilst a member of the Legislature, and the year 

: done its duty in depositing sufficient arms there || after he entered it, he was elected by that body 

? at that distant point, to meet any sudden public || a brigadier general of the militiaof Eastern Vir- | 

\ emergency? If they have notmadealreadysuch | ginia. He remained amember of the Legislature, 

A a deposit, I amgwilling to make this allowance. || by successive annual elections, for five years, 

i j 


If you choose to control the Executive in the ex- 
ercise of that discretion which it is now exercis- 
ing in disposing of the public arms, by positive 


| wheh he resigned his seat, and was chosen a 
judge of the circuit superior court of law—an 
office next in jurisdiction to the supreme court of 





ie law in reference to California, you may do so; |} the State, 
tt but there is no necessity for it that I know of. In 1844 General Bay y resigned his seat on the 
{ We do not know that there has been any defect | bench, and was elected to the House of Repre- || 
ae of duty on the partof the Executive. All this is | sentatives from the Accomac district, in Virginia; || 
iy \ rfectly plain and familiar. With these views | and remained, by successive elections, a member || 
rae am constrained to oppose this bill— | of the House from that period until his death, a 
ae The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Willthe Sena- || term of twelve years. : 
iy tor from Kentucky yield the floorto allowames- || Thus of the twenty years of his continuous 
Barict sage to be received from the other House ? || public service, it was the fortune and merit of 
I li Mr. CRITTENDEN, Certainly, sir. || my distinguished friend and cdlleague to preserve | 
gi | DEATH OF HON. THOMAS H. BAYLY. | unimpaired the confidence of his varied constit- || 
i . ;; uency—at first of his native county, then of the || 
ie : Mr. tor LLoM, ¢ lerk of the House of Represent- i} Legislature of his State, and again ofa large and 
Ae atives, delivered the following message: |; enlightened congressional district. i} 
I i Mr. Paeeivenr: Lam instructed by the House of Rep- | It has been strongly remarked of the section |) 
va Ne 
i! 
e 
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| of which the deceased was a Representative, that 


its public men are seldom changed from Caprice 


| or other insufficient cause, by the constitue,; 


body. The remark is just; and to whatever cays, 
it should be ascribed it marks stability of pur- 
pose in the popular mind. From the nature o¢ 


their pursuits and their institutions, society as. 


| sumes there more of the character of a patriarchs! 
| State, than in the recurring collisions of |j¢, 
| which attend more dense pee Children 
| pursue the paths worn by t 1] 


re tread of paterna| 


| feet, and friendships and alliances become hered. 


itary. Society thus superadds obligations to those 
of law and judicature, and contributes much to 
form the character of the citizen. 

In this school my deceased colleague was bred. 
He lived and died on the same spot where his 
ancestors from England landed in 1666, ang 
where they established the family home. He 
commanded the brigade which his grandfather 
had commanded; and he held the seat in the 
General Assembly of his State, and in the House 
of Representatives, which his father had Occupied 
before him. Thus, with all the incentives of an 
honorable mind, he came into public life, under 
responsibilities at home, which to betray would 
make that home no more. He was a good ex. 
emplar of such training; generous, frank, and 
liberal to the world; confiding and true in friend- 
ships; kind, affectionate, and indulgent to those 
who were of him, and with him, in the walks of 
domestic life; stern only to the obligations of 
honor and duty, as a man and a patriot. His 
mind was well stored by reading, observation, 
and experience. As a debater, prompt, able, and 
lucid, and with an easy intellectual grasp, which 
gave him the mastery at once of the subject in 
hand. 

As a Representative in the Federal councils, 
whilst acknowledging that his first duty was to 
his State, he was yet always trve and just to the 
enlarged Federal obligations which his State had 


/ assumed, comprehending them with views of 


liberal statesmanship, and fulfilling them with 
loyalty to the best interests of this great Confed- 
eracy of Republics. He has descended to the 
tomb, ripe in years and in fame, leaving behind 
him, as the richest legacy to his descendants, a 


name unspotted as a man and a patriot. 


I ask of the Senate the adoption of the follow- 


| ing resolutions: 


Resolved, That the Senate receives with sincere regret 
the announcement of the death of the Hon. THomas H. 
Bay.y, late a member of the House of Representatives 
from the State of Virginia, and tenders to the relatives of 
the deceased the assurance of their sympathy with them 


| under the bereavement they have been called to sustain. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 


| to transmit to the family of Mr. Bayty a certified copy of 
| the foregoing resolutions. 


Resolved, As a mark of respect for the memory of the 
deceased, that the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I have listened 


| with deep interest to the Spercpriet and affec- 


tionate testimonial which has just been offered 
by the Senator from Virginia to the character, ser- 
vices, and worth of his departed colleague of the 
House of Representatives; and I rise to add my 
tribute of sincere regard to his memory. I en- 
joyed during some years the pleasure of his 
acquaintance—friendship I feel it was; and time, 


| as it passed over us, served but to confirm my 


impressions of his noble qualifications of head 
and heart. In my long experience of the world, 
I have met but few men gifted with equal vigor 
and grasp of intellect, guided by calm and sound 
judgment. His mind was disciplined by study 


_and reflection; and with almost intuitive sagacity 


he could separate truth fromerror. His congres- 


sional efforts in debate were models of enlarged 


views, and just and liberal sentiments, eloquently 
expressed, and, when requiring it, of close and 
clear reasoning; and upon questions of constitu- 
tional law he exhibited rare powers of analysis. 
Though the Representative of a district, he pos- 
sessed national patriotism which elevated him 


above mere local considerations, and which taught 
' him that, while he was a Virginian, he was not 


less an American; and that both relations within 


_ their respective spheres had equal claims upon his 


duty and his regard. 

High principles, with a refined sense of honor, 
ever present, and ever active, were a part of his 
moral constitution. And thus he went through 
life without stain, and without reproach, preserv- 
ing all his amenities, and with a kindliness of 
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; sposition, and a warmth of attachment, which 
ihose appreciated most who knew him best. 
“We have heard his character eloquently por- 
ayed by One more competent to the task than I 
‘yy; but all he said was said with truth and fidel- 
+y, and recalled his distinctive traits vividly to 
ay recollection. 

"| shall not touch his work. I could not do it | 
without injury. He placed the features of our 
departed friend upon the canvas, and there they | 
ore lifelike, and as he was. But he is gone— 
sone, in the midst of his days and his useful- 


ess. Gone, at the dark hour when patriotic || 


jevotion, When experience and wisdom, and 
knowledge and virtue, are more than ever re- 
wired in the councils of our country. He has 
{this memory and his example a precious legacy 
to encourage Others to follow him in the path of 
duty and of honor. May it not prove a barren 
memorial! 


“Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, in 1840, be- || 


fore | had personally met Tuomas H. Bayty, and 
while he was yet young, I encountered him ina 
controversy conducted by him in the Legislature 
of Virginia, and by myself, asanexecutive magis- 
trate of New York; and I felt his ability and 
power, while I was compelled also to acknow!l- 
edze his manliness and dignified bearing. In 
1850 we met here prepared, I think, by mutual 
respect, to be courteous adversaries. 
mained in that relation toward each other until 


iast December, when he, then departing with a || 


forlorn hope to Cuba, but deeply impressed with 


. . . | 
a conviction that his disease had already become | 


ncurable, took his thoughts off from earth and 


its ambitions, and fixed them upon a higher | 


sphere, its mysteries and its promises. I then 
became his friend. 
solemn offices now performed here with so much 
propriety and justice by his immediate associates, 
further than to add the testimony of one whom 
the world regards as a stranger, and may possi- 
bly have erroneously considered an enemy, to 
the deceased, to the truth of the highest praises 
which have been bestowed on this eminent Vir- 
ginia statesman. He was aman of practical 


ability, of genius, and of magnanimity. Letgno | 


one censure me for throwing a simple wild flower 
among the wreaths that gather upon the bier that 
is passing before us, and opening our own way to- 
wards that scene where we all, whether we shall 
have parted here as friends or enemies, shall 
meet again in the presence of the common Father, 
and Judge of all men. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, June 27, 1856. 
The House ‘met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danrex Wa po. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ADMISSION OF THE STATE OF KANSAS. 


The SPEAKER stated that the business first | 


in order was the consideration of the bill of the 
House (No. 411) for the admission of the State 


of Kansas into the Union; upon which the gen- | 


tleman from Georgia [Mr. SterHens] was enti- 
ued to the floor. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


ment which I propose to offer shall have been 
printed. I ask that my amendment may be 
printed. It will be ready by to-morrow; and as 
there are other bills upon which the House can 
occupy their attention to-day, I do not desire to 
address it now. 


MOTION TO RECONSIDER. 


Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the House, yesterday, referred the bill 


providing for the punishment of polygamy in the | 
lerritories of the United States and other places | 


to the Committee of the Whole on the -state of 
the Union; which motion was ordered to be 
entered on the Journal. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
A message was received from the Senate, by 


Assury Dicxis, their Secretary, announcing | 


that the Senate had passed a bill and joint reso- 
lution of the following titles; in which he asked 
the concurrence of the House: 


TH 


} 


We re- || 


I would not intrude on the | 


Prayer | 


I do not wish to address 
the House upon the bill before us until the amend- | 


An act for the construction of a military road 
from some point in the State of Missouri, via 
Great Salt Lake City, to the Carson Valley set- 
tlement, on the frontier of the State of California, 
and for the establishment of military posts and 
the sinking of wells thereupon; and 

A resolution for the relief of the sugar planters 
of Louisiana. 


DEATH OF HON. THOMAS H. BAYLY. 
Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Speaker, I have risen 


| to announce to the House the death of my friend 
and colleague, Tuomas Henry Barty. In mak- 
| ing this announcement, I perform the most painful 
| service that, as a member of this bate! have 
been ever called on to discharge. 

Judge Bayry died of consumption, at his resi- 
dence in Accomaccounty, Virginia, at fouro’clock, 
on the morning of the 22d day of this month. 
Such had been the progress of his insidious 
disease, from its first obscure and doubtful indi- 
cations, more than a year ago, to its full develop- 
ment and fatal termination, that there were but 
few who did not see—and none more clearly than 
himself—that only a brief period of life remained 
| tohim. Rut there was one who could not believe 
that an affliction was near, which, if present, 
would be so overwhelming—who could not see 
| in the future what, even in the dread reality, 
would seem unreal. It was, then, only to indulge 
the wishes of those who trusted that a milder cli- 
mate would soon restore his health and strength, 
| that Judge Bayty consented to quit his public 
duties in Washington, and spend the winter in 
| the Island of Cuba. But he was not cheated by 
the hopes that inspired them. To me, and to 
other friends, he repeatedly expressed his convic- 
tion that the malady, which had been so fatal to 
his race, had stricken him, too, unto death. But 








these declarations. He seemed to be but weigh- 
ing the evidence and scanning the arguments in 
| this, his own case of life and death, as if still 
|| exercising the judicial office with which he had 
| once been invested. 

After taking his seat in this House, at the 
commencement of the session, and remaining here 
a few days, he went with his whole family to 
Cuba, where he'staid till the month of April. But, 
as he had too plainly foreseen, neither the genial 
atmosphere of that island, nor the assiduous care 
of a devoted wife and daughter, could stay the 
course of his disease. He returned home, with 
only such slight evidences of outward alteration, 
| that, as Affection could not perceive that his condi- 


tion was worse, Hope suggested that it was even 
improved. Butonly alittle more than a fortnight 
ago, these cherished delusions were forever dis- 
|| pelled. Judge Barry wasattacked with frequent 
| and profuse bleedings from the lungs, which rap- 
idly exhausted his little remaining strength. He 
now felt and knew that his end was near, but he 
|| regarded it with the same composure he had ex- 
| 





hibited on a more distant contemplation of it. He 
never lost his self-possession, but fre§uently dis- 
played more calmness than those who surrounded 
| his bed; and he submitted to the final stroke with 
a composure that was truly remarkable. He died 
before completing his forty-sixth year. : 
Judge Bayty was born in the county of Ac- 
comac, on the llthof December, 1810. He was 
not, as were many of the statesmen of America, 
reared amid privation and difficulty. If, with our 
imperfect perception of the dependence of human 
events, we can ever be warranted in pronouncing 
such judgments, he may, in all the circum- 
stances of his life, be said to have been fortunate. 
The confidence of his constituents, to which 
his own merits gave him a personal title, was 





maternal grandfather, General John Cropper, was 
a distinguished officer in the Continental army; 
|| and his father, Colonel Thomas M. Bayly, was, 
with little intermission, for nearly forty years 
|| continued by the people in high and important 
i} trusts, both in the councils of the State and of 
|| the Union. He represented, in this House, a 
| portion of the same district that was lately rep- 
|| resented by his son. 

In 1830, after having completed his course of 
legal studies at the University of Virginia, Judge 
'| Bayzy commenced the practice of the law. It was 


not long before his distinction at the bar chal- || 


lenged the notice of the people of his native 
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there was nothing of gloom or despondency in ' 


! 
| 
strengthened by a sort of ancestral! claim; for his | 
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county; and, as soon as he had attained the age 
required by the constitution of the State, he was 
elected to represent them in the General Assem- 
bly. Of this body he remained a prominent and 
conspicuous member, displaying, on frequent 
occasions, to the people of Virginia, those abil- 
ities which have been since so generally ackn6wl- 
edged throughout the Union, until he was trans- 
ferred by the Legislature to the bench of the gen- 
eral court, to fill a vacancy occasioned by the 
appointmentof thelate Judge Upshur as Secretary 
of the Navy. Hecontinued buttwo years upon the 
bench, though the employments of his pudicial 
office were so grateful to his personal tastes that 
they were only reluctantly abandoned. The ap- 
pointment of Mr. Wise as Minister to Brazil left 
vacant the district he had represented in Con- 
gress, and the call upon Judge Bayiy, by the 
members ‘of his political arty, Was so emphatic, 
and even peremptory, that, though they were 
deemed to be in an almost hopeless minority, he 
resigned his judicial office, and commenced an 
active canvass for a seat on this floor. He was 
chosen by a large majority; and the six sueces- 
sive elections by which he has been since returned 
to this House, and sometimes in the face of oppo- 
sition that seemed to be formidable, have evinced 
the continuance of that confidence in his ability, 
integrity, and patriotism, which induced the first 
selection. 

Those of us who have served with him for 
some years past know with what readiness and 
ease he acquitted himself of the responsibilities of 
the high positions to which he was assigned in this 
House. Whatever might be the suggestions of 
political antagonism, or the promptings of per- 
sonal rivalry, all felt that, in his native ability, 
his parliame ntary experience, and his knowledge 
of affairs, he was equal to the varied and import- 
ant duties devolved upon him. 

During the long period of Judge Bayty’s ser- 
vice, questions of the greatest public concern- 
ment have engaged the attention of Congress. In 
the discussion of all, or nearly all, he bore a prom- 
inent part. If he did not always succeed in im- 
pressing his hearers with tie justness of his views, 
he rarely failed to show them that they were such 
as demanded. notice and needed a reply. But 
though, on sudjé cts which seemed to him to merit 
full discussion, he spoke often, he did not speak 
more often than the temper of the House allowed. 
He was always a welcome speaker; for—more, 
perhaps, than is usual in this body—he spoke to 
the House, and for the House. His speeches, 
though never fashioned by artistic rules, pos- 
sessed, in an eminent degree, the requisites of an 
epic poem, quaintly demanded by an ancient 
rhetorician—a beginning, a middle, and an end. 
He only spoke when he had something to say, 
and always ended when he had said it. 

The character of his public speaking was force, 
strength, clearness of statement, and simplicity 
of arrangement. In marshaling his own argu- 
ments, and in reviewing those of his adversary, 
he neither practiced nor applied the artificial rules 
of dialectics. He would have been logical if he 
had never heard of Ayistotle. Of metaphor he 
made but frugal use, for his meaning was so 
plainly reflected ih his statements, as hardly to 
admit of illustration; and of refined and polished 
phraseology he was not merely careless, but al- 
most disdainful. He seemed to think that the 
roughness of the oak wagessential to its strength. 

It would have been impossible for one of Judge 
Barty’s bold and sanguine temperament, espe- 
cially amid the fierce contentions that have, un- 
happily, marked the period of his service in Con- 
gress, always to avoid the giving or the taking 
of offense. But he had no aptness for strife; and 
he was not unmindful that the rude insult and 
the unmannerly speech left astain rather upon the 
character of the speaker than upon the party to- 
wards whonrthey were directed. He was essen- 
tially good-tempered and amiable, and as prompt 
to make acknowledgment and reparation of 

| wrong done by himself, as he was ready to for- 
give it in others. 

As a statesman he was prudent, cautious, 
moderate. From the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, during his four years of service as its chair- 
man, no rash counsels ever came to disturb the 

| public tranquillity, or to sully the national repu- 
tation. He regarded even a just war as a great 
|| calamity, and, when unnecessary and wanton, as 


“+ 





4; 


it EDA Ati ete) 


Beet SEP TRO 
tured alc 


on 
os 


sere if 


ore 


= 


on ih 


te OY 
e77 a 


deepest atrocity. He knew that the 


a crime of thy 

honor of a nation was an element of ifs strength; 
ane knew, too, that national dignity some- 
tim ifl disparagement from that distrust 
of its own claims which jealously appropriates 
insugis neither offered nor intended. 

Of Jud Bayny, in the more intimate and en- 
dear relations of husband, father, friend, I 
will not trust myself to speak. The memories 
of those who stand within this sacred circle will 
cherish his domestic and social virtues not the 
le warmly that they serve but to increase the 
sense of their affliction. 


From his entrance into public life, Judge Bayiy 
has always earnest and enthusiastic 
Lis ple of that school of politics of which Mr. 
Jefferson was probably the most illustrious ex- 
pounder, and his own State has perhaps been not 
the least vieilant enardian, He resisted the ex- 
ercise of all authority by any of the Departments 

Government to which the States that 
formed it had not plainly consented. He regarded 


t 
t 


been the 


of this 


ie exercise of such authority as not merely an 
usurpation which, being forbidden, no expects d 
advantages could justify, but as surely tending to 
the most A subjection to 
the common control of those interests which, be- 
cause they were pe uliar, were intentionally and 
wisely withheld from it, he conceived would 
surely precipitate the evils which had been fore- 
geen and provide d against; and, as a sincere friend 
porter of the Union of the States, he be- 
lieved that nothing could better insure its perma- 
nency, and maintain the repose of the country, 
than a rigid application of the principles of his 
itical Though, ih these views 
of constitutional construction, Judge BayLy may 
not have differed from the people of his district, 
yetit may be regarded as a remarkable proof of 
their confidence in him, alike honorable to both, 
that, throughout the whole period of his service, 
the party organization with which he was con- 
nected never commanded a majority of their 
votes 


calamitous results. 


and su] 


own p school. 


Yet, dificult and embarrassing as was 
his position—strongly tempted as he must have 
been to make his public course conform rather 
with his fancied personal interests, than with his 
assured convictions, he did not hesitate to main- 
tain and defend the measures and the principles 
of the great party of which he had enrolled him- 
selfa member. ~ 

‘That such a man should be withdrawn, and at 
such a time, from the service of his district and 
of his country, may well inspire the deepest sor- 
row. 

Liow often, Mr. Speaker, on such occasions as 
this, when called to mourn the loss of those who 
are early arrested in an useful and honorable 
are we told of the vanity and emptiness 
of human life! How often is it said that life is 
butadream—a shadow! This coldand mischiev- 
ous dogma of a false philosophy is sometimes 
even offered to our acceptance as religious truth. 
Sir, ldo not so read the lesson of human life. 
No, sir, let us rather believe that we are in the 
midst of dread realities. Let us understand that 
we have already entered up@n that course of being, 
of whose duration, though there be but little this 
side the grave, there still shall be no end —that 
we have commenced to act our several parts, and 
that of all we do, aml say, and think, nothing 
shall be lost,—nothing blotted out. Let us know 
that each idle and unconsidered word will bear its 
own account to the Eternal Judgment Seat; and 
then shall we begin to have juster conceptions of 
our duties and our responsibilities. Then, indeed, 
sir, would we, even as members of titis body, be 
instructed in those lessons of gentleness, courtesy, 
and mutual respect which our rules would incul- 
cate, and learn under what high sanctsons their 
observance 1s commanded. 

Mr. Speaker, | submit to the House the follow- 
ing resolutions: - 

Resolved, That this House has received with deep sensi- 
bility the announcement of the death of Hon. Tuomas H. 
Bavty, a member of this House from the State of Virginia. 

Resolved, That this House tenders to the family of the 
deceased the expression of its sympathy in this afflicting 
event; and as a testimonial of respect for his memory, the 
members and officers of this House will wear the usual 
badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to 
communicate a copy of these proceedings to the family of 
the deceased. and also to the Senate. 


; Aesolved, ‘That, as a further testimonial of respect for the 
Geceasec, this House do now adjourn, 


career, 
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Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I ask the indulgence 
of the House fora moment for the simple pur 
pose of expressing my cordial concurrence ,in 
this tribute of resp ct to our deceased associate. 
It is now nearly thirteen years since I first took 
my seat as a member of this body. A few months 
thereafter Judge Bayiy took his seat. Of those 
who at that time entered with us upon congres- 
sional life as members of the House, there are 
now left but six members in this body. Whata 
commentary dées this statement contain upon the 
contests and struggles and associations of polit- 
ical life! Many of ourassociates of the Twenty- 
Eighth Congress have sought the more congenial 
walks of private life. Some have found a grati- 
fication of their ambition in other departments of | 
the public service; whilst not a few, like our de- 
ceased friend, have been gathered to their fathers. 
A few short years, and the same truth may be 
spoken of those by whom I am to-day surround- 
ed. May we not learn from this impressive lesson 
how smal! is the sacrifice which we make in 
yielding our mere personal interests, views, and 
aspirations, upon the altar of our country’s good? 
And yet how reluctant we are too often to make 
that sacrifice! 

From my first acquaintance with Judge Bayty, 
our relationship was pleasant and agreeable, and 
during a portion of our service together it was 
intimate and confidential; and I may add that, in 
recurring to it, there is not the remembrance of 
a single circumstance to mar the pleasure with 
which I recall it to my memory. I knew him as 
a member of this House; in the walks of social 
life; around the family fireside; asa personal and 
as a political friend; in the hour of triumph and in 
the hour of adversity; and I can with truth say, 
that in each and every situation [ found some 
new feature developing itself in his character, 
challenging my admiration, and strengthening my 
regard and confidence. Here, upon the arena of 


| his greatest usefulness and most enlarged action 


—in the presence of those who were associated 


| with him in the public councils, it is unnecessary 


; ; ’ 
to speak of his ability as a debater, or his merit 
as a faithful and efficient Representative. ‘The 
record of our debates, in which he took an active 
part on all important questions, will speak his 
praise more eloquently than [ could possibly hope 
to do. Clear, forcible, and energetic asa speaker, 
he always commanded the attention of the House, 
the respect of his opponents, and the admiration 
of his friends; and no one ever listened to his 
argument on animportant subject without feeling 
an increased respect for his talent, and deriving 
benefit from the learning and research which he 
always brought into the discussion. 

But, sir, it gives me sincere pleasure to bear 
my humble testimony to those higher qualities 
of the heart which illustrated the life of Judge 
Baycy, and endears his memory to those who had 
the good fortune to enjoy his private confidence 
and friendship. As a friend, he was true and 
faithful; an@if called upon to point to the peculiar 
characteristic of that friendship, I should say, it 
was the absence of all selfishness. He was 
possessed of that moral courage which enabled 
him to come to the support and defense of a friend 
withan ardorand energy inereased and strength- 
ened by the dangers, diificulties, and embarrass- 
ments of the occasion. He left to others the dis- | 
charge of those formal duties which friendship 


imposed, and reserved for his own action the 


| danger and adversity. 


more trying, and therefore the more honorable, 
post of standing by his friends in the hour of 
But, sir, I have not risen 
to attempt a delineation of the character of Judge 
Bayxy: that duty has already been performed, 
and well performed, by his friends and colleagues. 


| My purpose in addressing the House is accom- 


plished in tendering to his family, his friends, 


| and his State, the heartfelt sympathies of a pér- 


sonal friend. 
Mr. GOODE. Mr. Speaker, a mournful task 
has been performed—a solemn truth has been 


| announced—Death has struck down a noble vic- 


tim. Tuomas H. Bay ty is no more—-he is dead! 
So long, so favorably known, he has sunk into the 


grave, and passed away to the world of spirits. 


| trict has been called to the performance of a public 


| 


My honorable colleague from the Norfolk dis- 


duty, and a pious trust. On him it has devolved 
to announce to Congress and the country our loss 
in the death of an able, useful, and distinguished |! 


| personal kindness. 
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public servant. To announce to Virginia—dis 
tressed Virginia—her bereavement in the dea: 7 
of herhonored son. Tocondole with the fayjjy 
and friends bereft—to offer the sympathies of 
Congress to those to whom, in their moment of 
cerca distress, all expression of sympathy 

yut seem the mockery of anguish. 

On him it has devolved to collate and presen; 
the leading incidents in the life of our friend, and 
well has that duty been performed. Already aro 
those incidents beautifully, though sorrowfully 
inscribed on the page of mourning in our coun. 
try’s history. ‘To me, sir, it is only left to come 
forward, mid the clustering memories of the past, 
to pour out the spontaneous offerings of friend. 
ship. 

Sir, the fallen and the dead was my friend. 
Perhaps it was my fortune to have known him 
longer than any other member of the present Con- 
Our acquaintance extended through the 
long term of twenty years. Through far the 
greater portion of that term, [ stood to him in the 
relation of a personal, political, and confidential 
friend. Iwas associated with him throuch the 
active scenes of early manhood, when hea®h and 
hope survived to both. ‘Through several sessions 
of the General Assembly of our native State, | 
acted with him on those important and trying 
occasions when he developed those powers, and 
signalized himself by those achievements, which 
secured to him, in such large degree, the confidence 
and favor of his State. I knew him in the walks 
of private life—in the social and domestic circle, 
So far as the luxury of domestic life is vouch- 
safed at all to public men engaged in the actual 
discharge of public duties, sir, [ enjoyed the 
most ample oppoftunity to search his heart and 
prove his worth. I knew him to admire. 

Sir, Congress has known him, and the country 
has known him, as a public man. You have 
known him as a citizen honored by his State— 
honored with high military commission—honored 
as a judge while’ yet a youth—honored asa 
member of the House of Delegates of Virginia— 
as a member of the House of Representatives in 
the Coneress of the United States—honored as 
chfirman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
—as chairman of the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations—honored as the man ever equal to the 
elevated position to which he was called. 

You have known him as a ready and an able 
debater—as an expert tactician and parliamenta- 
tian. You have known him as a statesman—sa- 
gacious, of comprehensive and expansive views. 
In public position, his public conduct has enabled 
you to form a just estimate of his public char- 
acter. To know his moral and social worth—the 
virtues of his heart—the real merit of his char- 
acter, it was important to know him, as I did, as 
master, neighbor, husband, father, friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I know full well, that the many 
hallowed recollections—so grateful, so mourn- 
fully grateful to me—can offer little interest to 
those bearing no similar relations to the dead. 
Sir, | forbear. My task is accomplished. It is 
finished. 

Withdrawing for a season from the fierce and 
fiery conflicts of this House—retiring before the 
storm of the raging elements—the flagrant war of 
contending factions, I snatch this instant of fleet- 
ing time, to go forth in the silence and solitude 
of nature, to search out the secluded and seques- 
tered spot, there to pour forth the gushing tri- 
bute of the heart, and plant a flower, this simple 
flower, to mark the grave of my departed friend. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the 
colleagues and friends of the deceased expect 
nothing more from me than my vote on the pend- 
ing resolutions. Ic is in justice to my own feel- 
ings that I propose to submit a few words in addi- 
tion to those so well and truthfully uttered by the 
gentlemen who have preceded me. I have been 
a member of this House with him since 1849; 
and it is my lot to occupy toward this Congress 
the same relation which a occupied toward the 
Thirty-First Congress, in which first we met. 
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cress. 
Se 


_ Although we differed widely in our political senti- 


ments, I bear testimony that his intercourse with 
his fellow-members was always characterized by 
As chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, he discharged the 
functions of thatarduous and responsible position 
with distinguished ability, as he did subsequent- 
ly those pertaining to the chairmanship of the 
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-tant Committee on Foreign ebidet 4 In de- |} 
he never indulged in that spirit of acrimony || 
h too often unfortunately characterizes the 
issions of this body. In short, sir, he gave REPORTS FROM THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
highest evidences that in him were combi ined 

ments of the enlightened statesman and Mr. LETCHER. I desire to present an ad- 

nolished gentleman. : verse report from the Committee of Claims on a 

in the circle of that family, now weeping over bill from the Court of Claims, thn At it may take its 

is dispe nsation of Providence, and to whom we ple ice upon the Calendar. 

about to tender our condolence, I know that Mr.GIDDINGS. I must object to everything 

showed himself to be the affectionate father || out of order. 
.d husband, as well as the kind and forgiving Mr. LETCHER. I hope the gentleman will 
Seek allow the report to be printed. It wilt take no 

He has passed over the troubled sea of life, | time. lec a im 
yon whose billows we are now tossed; and I Mr. GIDDINGS It is in order, is it not? 

ist, Mr. Speaker—may not we all trust?— lhe SPEAKER. It is not in order, for the 

.t his immortal spirit, now freed from all the || reason that the gentleman from Georgia is entitled 

‘kles of earth, to the floor. 

3 Mr. GIDDINGS. I will not object. 

Mr. LETCHER, from the Committee of 
Claims, then made an adverse report on the bill 
heretofore reported from the Court of Claims, 
for the relief of Almanson Huston; which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the report, ordere d to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks leave to 
present reports from the Court of Claims on 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer || Various matters, in order that the bills may be 

y the Rev. Henry C. Dean, Chaplain of the committed to the Committee of Claims, and the 
Sonate. adverse reports be referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and placed on the Calendar. 

There being no objection, the order was made. 


CONDITION OF TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 
Mr. GROW. I must insist now upon the 


The yeas and nays were not orders — 


The question was then taken; and the resolu- 
tion was agreed to. 


‘Walks with God, high in the realms of bliss. 
The resolutions were adopted unanimously. 
When the House (at one o’clock, p.m.) ac- 

lingly adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve 

ock, m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


SaTurpay, June 28, 1856. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
order was the consideration of House bill (No. 
111) for the admission of the State of Kansas into 
the Union, the pening question being on the |} recular order of business. 
motion to refer the bill to the Committee of the || Mr, LANE. [rise for the purpose of making 
Whole on the state of the Union, upon which || an inquiry. [ wish to inquire of the chairman 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. SterHEns] was || of the Committee on Territories whether, if this 
entitled to the floor. Kansas bill is now taken up, and the balance of 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONERS. | the time set apart for territorial business is con- 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, sumed in its consideration, he will ask for further 


tted the following lution; which wa time for the consideration of the territorial busi- 
subi > » following resolution; which was ; 
nt gson - F _ aber yates . ness which has not now been acted on? 


read, considered, and agreed to: Mr. GROW. I will answer the question, with 
the permission of the gentleman from Georgia 
and the House. All the territorial business be- 
| fore the Committee of the Whole that we propose 
action on at this time, has been reported from 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and is on the Speaker’s table, except the 
bill in reference to Indian hostilities in Oregon. 
That can be considered on the Army bill: and 
whenever we go to the business on the Speaker’s 
table, all the gerritorial bills which have been 
| reported from the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union will come up. 

Mr. LANE. If the House will be willing to 
| consider the bill in reference to Indian hostilities 
in Oregon as:legitimate and proper as an amend- 
ment to the Army appropriation bill, 1 should 
prefer to have it considered there than in any 
other way. But if I am shut off by the ruling of 
the House from offering it as an amendment to 
that bill, I hope the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania will ask for further time for the consider- 
ation of territorial business. 

Mr. GROW. Certainly, I will; but: I think 
it a proper matter to go inthe Army bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, I give notice that I 
do not think it proper to go there, and I shall 
object whenever it comes up. 

ADMISSION OF KANSAS. ® 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of granting to 
James Herey, a revolutionary soldier, a pension under the 
ict of 1832, and also to inquire into the propriety of paying 
to Frances and Judy Whelchel the arrearages due them 
under the act of March 4, 1836. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 


Mr. NICHOLS, from the Joint Committee on 
Printing on the part of the House, to whom it 
was referred to inquire into the expediency of 
printing extra ¢ opies of the letter of the Secretary 
of Stat®, transmitting a statement of the tariff 
duties and custom-house regulations applicable 

American cotton abroad, reported, first, that 
the total cost of ten thousan@ copies of said letter | 
would be $159 20; and, secondly, reported the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of said letter 

» printed for the use of the members of the House of 
Kepresentatives. 


The resolution was agreed to. 


Mr. NICHOLS, from the same committee, to 
whom it was referred to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of printing ten thousand extra c opies of the 
m jority and minority re ports of the Committee 
on Territories on the memorial of the members of 
the Legislature elected under the constitution 
fr ramet d by the people of Kansas, reported, first, 
iat the total cost of ten thousand extra copies 
7 said report would be $180; and, secondly, re- | The House then resumed the consideration of 
irted the following resolution: | House bill (No. 411) for the admission of the 
Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of said report || State of Kansas into the I nion, the pending 
be printed for the use of the members of the House of || question being on the motion of Mr. Dunw to 
Representatives. refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move to ame nd the || the state of the Union; on which Mr. Steruens 

r ree by striking out “ ten thousand,’’ and | was entitled to the floor. _ 
erting ** twenty thousand.’ Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire to know 
Mr. NICHOLS. Let me : say to the gentleman || what is the pending question before the House? 
that this resolution contemplates the printing of The SPEAKER. It is upon the motion to 
extra ¢ opies s of the majority and minority reports || commit first to the Committee of the Whole on 


of the Committee on Territories in reference to 
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ct was made w! I the ren- 

' asked me if I could 
point him to certan the rules o : 
House, and I did so 4! not occupied the 
floor upon the esol Hawg : 

Mr. CAMP E E L e 1 und@stand that the gen- 
tleman from Georgia offers a substitate for the 
bill as reported from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, and | will ask him to acce pt an ame ndment 
as an addi tional s cuon,. 

Mr. STEPHE NS. 1 will hear itif itis not to 
be taken out of EI lime. 

Mr. CAMPBELL I ask the gentleman to 
accept il as an additional s secuon, With a view to 
settle this vexed question 


nt was read, and is as follows: 


made uffon the sul 
} : : 
tleman had the |! 


Phe amendme 


Si 1s. 4 er enacted, That 


é much ot the 
act entitled * An act to organize the Territories of Nebraska 
and Kansas,”’ as repeated, or declared inoperative and void, 


the eighth section of the act preparatory to the admission 
| of Missouri into the Union; and all enactments by any 
Legislative Assembly, whether lawfully or unlawfully con 


stituted, which claim for the people of said ‘Territories the 


right either to admit or exelude theretrom slavery, or invol 
untary servitude, otherwise than in puntshment of crime, 
unti m they shall have tormed a State constitution for the 
purpose of being admitted into the Union, be, and the same 
are +" reby, repealed and declared inoperative and void 


Mr. STEPHENS 
amendment. 

Mr CAMPBELL. 
would not. 
Mr. STEPHENS. And it is part and parcel 
| of what I intend to say to the House, to the 
| eentleman, and to the country, that that bill is 
not the ** vexed question ”’ that is agitating the 
country, as the gentleman says. 

Mr. S. moved to amend the motion to refer the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, by adding instructions to strike 
| out all in the original bill, and to insert, in lieu 
| thereof, the amendment of which he gave notice 
| yesterday. 
| ' Mr. S. then addressed 


I shall not accept that 


I supposed the gentleman 


the House for an hour 
bill under consideration. Huis remarks 
will appear in the Appendix. 

At the expiration of the hour, 

The SPEAKER announced that the gentle- 
man’s time had expired. 
Mr. STEPHENS. TI hope the House will in- 
dulge me a few minutes longer in order to finish 
what I have to say on the point | was just 
making. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object, and in explana- 
tion I would say, that | have seen Mr. Adams put 
down on this floor many times. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, was recognized 
by the Chair as entitled to the floor. 

“Mr. @AMPBELL. Iam a friend to freedom 
of speech. I desire to give it full and ample scope, 
| and I beg my colleague to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. TRAFTON. lask, Mr. Speaker, whether, 
asa matter of justice, the gentleman nem Georgia 
| should not be pe rmitted to occupy as much time 
as the gentleman from Ohio deprived him of ? 

[Cries of ** That’s right.”’ 

The SPEAKER. It is for the House to say 
whether they will allow the gentleman from 
| Georgia to proc ed. ; 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
is imperative. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The rule of the House is 
imperative; and if the gentleman from Georgia be 
allowed to proceed, there will be done, for the 
| other side of the House, what was never done for 
this. 

Mr.STEPHENS. [ask that, by the courtesy 
| of the House, I shall occupy a few minutes longer. 

The SPEAK ER The oe ntleman can only 
proceed b yy unanimous consent, If there be no 
objection the gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Letus do the thing fairly, 
| without any dodging. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I should have got through 
with my remarks but for the interruptions of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 


upon the 


The rule of the House 





t} 


the bill now pending before the House for the 
admission of Kansas. The committee were unan- 


imous in recommending the printing of ten thou- | 


sand extra copies. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE, I misapprehended the 
object of the resolution. I withdraw the amend- 
ment. 


Mr. SNEED demanded the yeas and nays on 
the resolution, 


the state of the Union, and then, if that be nega- Mr. CAMPBELL. 

tived, te the Committee on Territories. | will give the gentleman as much time as | took 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will not raise any ques- || from him. 

tion of order, but the gentleman from Georgia Mr. HARRIS, of Maryland, took the floor. 

and I have both spoken upon that question. I Mr. CAMPBELL. I will now speak to the 

hope it will be the common understanding that I || question before the House, if I am entitled to the 

shall be permitted, if I can succeed im getting the || floor 

| floor, to address the House upon the. merits of The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 
the bill. i land is entitled to the floor. The Chair will 

| Mr. STEPHENS he only speech I have || state what is the state of the case. The gentle- 


When I get the floor, I 
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man from Georgia asks leave to proceed with his 
remarks beyond the hourallotted under the rules. 
The gentleman from Ohioq Mr. Gippinas| makes 
objection. Subsequently, the gentleman from 
Maryland was recggnized by the Chair as having 
the floor. The gegtleman from Maryland has 
not stated for what purpose he has risen. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the permis- 
sion of the gentleman from Maryland I will make 
a single remark. The gentleman from Ohio 
seems to put his objection on the ground that, at 
one time, Mr. Adams, proceeding beyond the al- 
lotted hour, was objected to. Itis certainly within 
the recollection of that gentieman that, by the 
courtesy of the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, after debate had been closed, 
Mr. Adams was permitted to make an hour’s 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


, 


| DINGS] Fin recognize the question as one of some 


importance — one that is worthy of an answer, 
and one that might as well be answered now, and 
by the gentleman from Georgia in the continua- 


| tion of his remarks, as at any other time in the 
| further stages of the discussion. 


I hope that, as 
the question is a pertinent one, and as it may en- 


| lighten the minds of some persons on the great 


issue which is involved in this whole question, 
the member from Ohio will allow the member 
ffom Georgia to go on and give me the personal 
gratification of deriving information on this sub- 
jectnow. I ask the’gentleman from Ohio, as a 
matter of courtesy to me, waiving altogether the 


| desire of the member from Georgia to proceed— 


speech in opposition to a recommendation sent || 


here by Mr. Buchanan, then Secretary of State, 
that this Government pay the Spanish Govern- | 
ment for the slaves in the Amistad. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has no doubt 
whatever that the House may grant an extension 
of time; but it must be by general consent. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I think the gentleman from 
Tennessee fails in his recollection of facts. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I did not dis- 
tinctly understand the gentleman from Georgia | 
in the latter branch of his remarks, and especially 
that portion where he fortified his position by 
quotations from the ee all-para- 
mount authority; and as [ am interested in illus- 
trations concerning human rights and human | 
interests, and of the higher law in its profounder | 
sense, | hope my friend will give me a more clear | 
and full understanding of the subject. [Great 
laughter. Cries of ** Well done!’’] I yield the || 
floor for that purpose to the gentleman from || 
Georgia. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then I claim the floor on || 
the ground of personal explanation. [Renewed 
laughter. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will sus- } 
pend his remarks until the Chair puts the ques- 
tion, 


to the floor to debate the question before the || 
House. He cannot assign the floor to another 
member, unless by unanimous consent. Inas- 
much as the Chair desires to do justice to every || 
member, he will submit the question to the House. 
Unless objection be made, the gentleman from 
Georgia will proceed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. I insist on ad- 
herence to the rules. 

Mr. STEPHENS. TI should not have occu- 
pied more than five minutes. I shall avail my- || 
self of the privilege to write out for publication 
what I would have said. 

Mr. WALKER. I submit a point of order. 
The Chair assigned the floor to the gentleman 
from Maryland. I heard the remarks he addressed 
to the gentleman from Georgia, They presented 
themselves to my mind in the form of an inter- 
rogatory to which he desired an answer. Assum- | 
ing that they took the shape of a question, the 
answer to which he may deem essential to the 
prosecution of his argument, I respectfully sub- | 
mit to the Chair, whether it is not competent for 
the gentleman from Maryland to ask the ques- 
tion, and pause until hg receives a reply from the 
gentleman from Georgia? 

The SPEAKER. It iscompetent for the gen- 
tleman from Maryland to ask a question; but it 
is notcompetent for him to assign the floor to the 
gentleman from Georgia, or any other gentleman, 
to answer the question, unless by the consent of 
the House. At the commencement of the session, 
the Chair stated that he did net favor the practice 
of interruptions. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I hope somebody will take 
the floor; and let us proceed with the business 
before the House. i] 

Mr. HARRIS. [ sought the floor for the pur- || 
pose, as I stated before, of making a motion. || 
Chat motion, it seems, was not in order, and the || 
Chair consequently did not allow me to make it. | 
My object, as would have been indicated by my || 
motion, and was sufficiently indicated by the re- || 
marks I made afterwards, was to give the gentle- 
man from Georgia an opportunity to proceed with 
his remarks. Now, sir, I desire to put the ques- 
tions I have asked to the gentleman from Geor- 
gia in good faith, and I do it with the hope that 
the venerable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Guv- 


} 


The gentleman from Maryland is entitled | 


I ask the gentleman from Ohio to extend to me 
this personal courtesy, and allow the question put 
to the gentleman from Georgia to be answered. 
rT . . . . . 
The point which he had reached when his time 
expired was this: He was endeavoring to show, 


by quotations from that book—which, as [ said | 
| before, | recognize as the paramount authority | 


upon this and all questions to which it relates in 
any way—that the institution of slavery, as it 
exists in the southern States of this country, is 
not an institution unrecognized by the Bible. 


|| Now, sir, I know that by none of the obligations 


of the party of which he is so prominent a mem- 


| ber—by none of the considerations which have 


made him so active and influential in the advo- 
cacy of freedom and liberty—by none of those 
influences is the gentleman from Ohio willing to 
acknowledge himself to be more bound, and to 


none of them we uld he so readily yield obedience, | 


as to the doctrines contained in the book which 
was being cited. And although, from his greater 
knowledge of this whole subject of slavery, and, 
doubtless, from his greater familiarity with the 
book itself, he is fully posted up as to all the 


points, and needs not the information which the | 
member from Georgia might have communicated 
| to less enlightened minds; yet [ feel satisfied 


that, upon a direct appeal, he- will not deny to 
me the opportunity of receiving that information 
from the mouth of one who has culled it, and 
will waste no time in unnecessary words, and 


|| who is, therefore, better able to bring my mind | 
| directly to the point, and convince my judgment, 


than I would be myself if I were’ compelled to 
go into the investigation. Besides that, I should 
not have time. The gentleman who presides 


| over the Committee on Territories will call on 


me to vote upon this question before I could 
search the book and find the information for my- 
self, 


o 
Now, Mr. Speaker, the honorable member 


|| from Georgia was going on to cite the original. I 
/ am not much of a believer in translations. Some | 
translations are entirely too free for my taste, 
I should.like the gen- | 
tleman, therefore, to quote the original, and I | 


either personal or classic. 


think that if he will show, by the original, that the 


New Testament as distinctly and directly recog- | 
nizes the institution of slavery as do the passages | 


he has cited from the Old Testament, he will have 


established it beyond doubt or cavil as a religious | 


institution, and, therefore, one which the honor- 


| able member from Ohio himself will never say 


a word against upon this floor. [Laughter.]} 
Sir, I do not Totes to occupy the time or at- 

tention of the House. My whole purpose is 

perfectly transparent andevident. I 


Ihave made an 


all. I have stated m ees 
d ably the last I shall 


appeal—the first, and pro 


ever make, especially if he shall refuse—to the | 
| good nature of the gentleman from Ohio, and I | 
| will now yield the floor. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, obtained the floor. | 
The SPEAKER. The Chair feels bound to | 


put to the House the request of the gentleman 


from Maryland, that the gentleman from Geor- | 


gia shall have an opportunity to respond to the 
inquiries made. Is there objection ? 


Tr. ORR. 


self; but | think we had better adhere to the rule. 


We have an hourrule, and this is, in fact, butan | 


evasion of that rule. I therefore object. 
Mr. BOYCE. Members on this side of the 


ouse will recollect that we refused the same | 


H 

n° to Mr. Benton during the last Congress. 
he gentleman from Georgia can print the balance 

of his remarks. 


GLOBE. 





id not rise | 
to make a speech on the question of slavery at | 


No one would listen with more | 
pleasure to the gentleman from Georgia than my- 








1 Messrs. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, EVANS, ang 
| MORRILL, each addressed the House for ay 
_ hour upon the bill under consideration, and upon 
| Kansasaffairs. ‘Their remarks will be published 

in the Appendix. 

Mr. GROW._I move the previous question 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. GROW. I hope the previous question 
will be sustained first. 

_Mr. DUNN. I submit tothe Chair that I dis. 
| tinctly addressed the Chair before the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, and that I am entitled to the 
floor. . 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the 
| gentleman from Pennsylvania; but if the gentle. 

man from Jndiana first addressed the Chair, he 
| is entitled to the floor; and if he states that he 
first addressed the Chair, the Chair will recognize 
him as entitled to it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Has not the gentleman 
from Pennoylvania addressed the House once 
upon this bill? 

The SPEAKER. He has. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Then I submit that he 
is not entitled to the floor, if the gentleman from 
Indiana wishes to address the House. 

The SPEAKER. But not upon that ground, 
But if the gentleman from Indiana asserts that he 
first sought the floor, the Chair will assign the 
floor to him. 

Mr. DUNN. I certainly did address the Chair 
before the gentleman from Pennsylvania, as [ 
presume every one noticing must have observed, 

Mr. GROW. The Chair recognized me, and 
I moved the previous question. I insist upon my 
right to the floor. 

Mr. DUNN. Ido not wish to detain the House 
by any extended remarks. The intimation as to 
my heresies on the higher-law doctrines, made 
by the gentleman from Georgia, this morning, at 
some proper timé may receive a passing notice, 

Mr. KELSEY. I rise toa question of order. I 
understand that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
was recognized by the Chair and moved the pre- 
| vious question; I submit, therefore, that debate is 
out of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognized the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, but the gentleman 
from Indiana states that he first sought the floor, 
and the Chair has therefore assigned it to him. 

Mr. GROW. There is another point of order. 
|The gentleman from Alabama moved that the 
House adjourn; which motion, I suppose, is still 
pending. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman fram Indi- 
ana was entitled to the floor the gentleman from 
Alabama could not obtain the floor to submit any 
motion. ° 

Mr. DUNN. Ihave but a few words to say. 
My object in rising is to submit an amendment 
to the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Sterpnens.] As I said, I shall not 
be drawn into any general discussion; and gen- 
tlemen, therefore, need not feel apprehensive of 
anything of the sort. I congratulate the gentle- 
man from Georgia, and the gentleman from Ohio, 
upon what, I suppose, may be called a reunion. 
I have seen, in times past, extremes meet upon 
this subject. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. To which gentleman from 
Ohio does the gentleman allude? 

Mr. DUNN. To the senior member from 
Ohio. Iam willing that they should take what- 
ever comfort they can in the fact that I differ from 
each and both of them in reference to the higher- 
law doctrine, and its application to the subject of 
slavery, and the obligations which I owe, as a 
citizen, to the laws and institutions of my coun- 
try. Lsee no conflict between that higher law 
and my duties to the Government. On the con- 
trary, they are in perfect harmony. ; 

I stated, at the commencement of the session, 
|| what I considered as the clear law of God upon 
this subject, as revealed to us in His own Word, 
and also the law of nature in reference to this 
right of all men to be free. I have a conscious- 
ness burning within me that I was not born to 
be a slave; and I feel and know my obligation to 
observe the injunction of Him who “ spake as 
'| never man spoke:’’ ** Therefore, all things what- 
|| soever ye would that men should do to you, do 
f ye even so to them; for this is the law and the 
prophets.”’ 








